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New Phone Number 

We apologize for those who 

may have tried to reach us 

at the old CURE number.  

Please use the new number 

shown above. 

From the Chair                                              by Hedy Harden 

The End of Some Things 

End of Some—See page 3 

A 
s we end 2015 and begin 2016, I am 
reminded of a quote from Mao: “The 
end of some things is the beginning of 

other things.”   
 Sounds a bit simplistic, but it is a saying 
that carries hope and promise.  Even as we 
are beset with the deep chill of winter, we 
have the promise of spring to 
keep us going. 
 At the end of 2015 we 
lost a great prison warrior, Dr. 
Jon Marc Taylor.  I had first 
met Jon face-to-face a year 
ago.  He had suffered a major 
stroke in 2014 and was 
fighting his way back. 
 Just before Christmas I 
received a letter that said 
simply, “Hedy, I love you.” It 
was signed “Jon Marc.”   
 A week later I learned 
that Jon had died of a heart 
attack on December 27.     
 On December 30 Evelyn 
Gates, Keith and I drove to 
Potosi to join the NAACP in celebrating 
Kwanzaa at their Freedom Fund dinner.  We 
talked about Jon, a long-time member of the 
NAACP who had accomplished great things.  
I mentioned our decision to create the Jon 
Marc Taylor Memorial Award to be given 
each year at CURE’s annual conference.   
 We also talked about PCC’s long history 
of activism and progressive struggle.  Despite 
living in the shadow of death, men at Potosi 
have accomplished many vibrant affirmations 
of life.  Examples are: 
 

  The very fact that death-sentenced prison-
ers are integrated into the general popula-
tion at PCC is itself the result of prisoners’    
struggle for equal accommodations.   

  In the mid-90s Native American prisoners 
won the right to have a sweat lodge on the 
grounds of PCC.   

  It was a death row prisoner and his wife 
(Dennis & Paula Skillicorn) who got the 
4H LIFE group established in Missouri to      
enhance contact between the men and 

their children and grandchildren.  4H 
LIFE has not only spread to other Mis-
souri prisons but has gone on to win na-
tional awards.   

  The Youth Enlightening Program (YEP) 
was a huge success for years.   

  The extremely talented death row band, 
Final Appeal, made several   

albums in the 90s.   

  The NAACP is now going 
strong.   
 

O 
ne of the founding 
members of 4H LIFE 
at PCC was my grand-

son Tyrie, who visited my  
former husband with me from 
the age of 2 months. Tyrie is 
now in college.  
 On January 2 my son 
Rob joined Keith and me at 

Applebee’s along with my step-
daughter Nicole and her three 
children to celebrate Tyrie’s 20th 
birthday.  Rob was in a joyous 

mood as he played with his  newest nephew, 
baby Tyden (photos p. 12).  Two days later 
my only child was dead at the age of 47.   
     Rob had suffered from lifelong epilepsy, 
and the many medications he had to take 
throughout the years had resulted in advanced 
liver disease.  He also had diabetes and other 
ailments, but he had always bounced back 
from adversity in the past.   
 Rob graduated from University City 
High School in 1987 and from Southern Illi-
nois University-Edwardsville in 1993.  He 
worked at Washington University School of 
Medicine and at Cardinal Glennon Children’s 
Hospital until his many physical issues forced 
him out of the workforce.   
  

R 
ob loved people, especially children, 
and animals.  He volunteered for  

Animal  Rescue and many other hu-
manitarian efforts.  Rob was a Buddhist and 
member of SGI Community Center in St. 

Louis.  A proud member of Missouri CURE,  

 

Rob Silvestri Jr. in 1987 
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Missouri CURE  
 

Executive Board: 

Chair:  Hedy Harden 

Vice-Chair:  Keith Brown El 

Interim Secretary:  LaTahra Smith 
   

Committee Coordinators 

Audrey Chaney: Education 

Maria McEntire: Finance 

Alton Bey: Outreach 

Angelika Mueller-Rowry: Prisoner Health   

Ruthann Dunn: Special Communications 
   

Advisory Board 
 

Ruby Atkins Kenneth Bell 

Kevin Hammerschmidt  Damon Johnson 

Dolores Owen Patricia Prewitt 

Roosevelt Price Jr.  Michelle Smith 

David Ware Joseph Williams 
 

Special Liaisons 

Brianna Burton, IWW of KCMO 

LaTahra Smith, KC Freedom Project 

Bev Livingston, MISD 

Rev. Elston McCowan, NAACP  

CURE believes that prisons should be 
only for those who MUST be incarcer-
ated and that prisoners should have all 
the resources needed to turn their lives 

around. CURE is a membership organiza-
tion. We work hard to provide our   

members with the information and tools 
necessary to help them understand the 
criminal justice system and to advocate 

for positive change.  

CURE is NOT a service organization.  
We are an all-volunteer non-profit 

criminal justice advocacy  
organization.  CURE has NO legal   

services—please do NOT send legal  
papers.  We advocate for criminal  

justice reform, but we cannot  
take on individual cases. 

F 
earless is the word in the diction-
ary that his picture is beside.  He 
was the statistical anomaly in the 

world of ones and zeros.  He was the 
ship conquering the waves as the rest of 
us watched like flotsam and jetsam—
the rest of us too 
scared to make a 
wave, stray the course, 
or face the wrath of 
the unforgiving sea. 
 He was a symbol 
of truth and integrity 
with a pedigree be-
yond   anything that 
could be printed and 
framed on a wall.  His 
name was Jon Marc     
Taylor, and he was a 
friend of mine.  A man 
with endless ambition 
and a heart of gold, 
even in his darkest 
days he never lost 
hope or gave up 
fighting. 
 He was devout to 
his cause, a vigilant warrior against the 
tyrannical justices.  Every day in prison 
is a struggle, and Jon made the most of 
his.  Against all odds he pushed       
forward and gained momentum—never 
being content, always looking to the 

future. 
 

W 
hile incarcerated Jon accom-
plished the impossible. He 
earned his doctorate degree, 

wrote an amazing book, and invested 
countless time and 
work into the        
Missouri CURE    
organization.  He was 
a true inspiration to 
everyone around him. 
 I doubt I will 
ever meet another 
person as true and 
genuine as Jon.  He 
did things simply   
because they were the 
right things to do.   
 Did I      
mention he loved to 
laugh?  Ha Ha!  Jon’s 
laugh is the one thing 
I will absolutely never 
forget. 
 I know he’s 
in heaven smiling 

now.  And I just want to say “Thanks, 
Jon.”  

Respectfully, 
Zachary Champ,  

Daily Living Assistant  
Enhanced Care Unit, SECC 

A Tribute to Jon Marc 
from Zach 

Pacific PPA 
 

O 
n November 19 Hedy and Rob attended a       
performance of Prison Performing Arts at MECC 

in   Pacific.  According to one of the performers, 
the men had wanted to bill it as “Mass Incarcera-

tion” but were persuaded by the administration to change 
the name to “Mass Meaning.”  Nevertheless, the produc-

tion was entertaining,     
inspiring and educational. 

 Note: PPA sent a    
stunning red floral arrange-
ment to the funeral home 

for Rob’s Memorial on  
January 16. 

 

Bloom Grown from a Crack in the Wall 
by Beverly Jaynes 88123 WERDCC 

 

Reaching light from deceptive darkness 
Its seed mysteriously nurtured within 

Breaking free unexpectedly 
From bleak, stark surroundings 
The bloom, the more beautiful 

For its unlikely flourishing 
A surprising sign of hope 
A prevailing life-force 
Graced by opportunity. 

Jon Marc & Hedy SCCC 2/28/15 
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End of Some Cont. from p. 1 
 

Rob helped out in many ways.  
He accompanied me more than 

once to WERDCC in Vandalia.  
Most recently he and I visited 

MECC Nov. 19 for a presenta-
tion of Prison Performing Arts.   
 Rob was a founding member 

of the Youth Council for Positive 
Development, created by the 

Organization for Black Struggle.  
OBS hosted the repast following 

Rob’s memorial service Jan. 16.  
 A year ago Rob had  finally 

realized his dream of independence 
and once again had his own apart-
ment.  At Parkview Towers he made 

many friends and took part in numer-
ous activities.       

 Once Rob got his own place, I 
had planned to move the CURE office 

(currently crammed into a corner of 
my bedroom) into Rob’s old room.  

 But Rob’s apartment was a small 

efficiency, and his old room is still 
cluttered with his things.   

 Now that he is gone, the new 
Missouri CURE office will one day 

soon be dedicated to its former inhab-
itant, my beloved son.     

Hedy & Rob 1978 

W 
e’ve long heard that black   
families after the Civil War 
were promised, but never    

received, 40 acres and a mule by the   
Federal Government as compensation for 
slavery.  It seems the prom-
ise was actually made by 
General  Sherman to 18,000 
freed slaves who had fought 
for the Union in the war.  
Military officers had both 
special executive and legis-
lative powers for the dura-
tion of the war. 
 Georgian slave descend-
ant Abraham Brown recently 
brought suit against the Fed-
eral Government, charging 
the U.S. with violating its 
obligations to his great-
grandfather, Elijah Brown, 
who died in 1891.  On    
December 6, 2016 the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled 5-4 that General 
Sherman’s field orders have the same 
legal status as laws issued by Congress, 

and thus must be respected by the Ameri-
can government. 
 Sherman’s orders, issued January 16, 
1865, provided for confiscation of 
400,000 acres of land along the Atlantic 

coast of South Carolina, Georgia and 
Florida.  The land was to be divided into 
parcels of not more than 40 acres on 

which approximately 18,000 freed slave 
families and other Black people then   
living in the area were to settle. 
 The Supreme Court decision also 
implies that the descendants of the 18,000 

other freed slave families are covered 
by the 1865 field order.     
 

S 
aluting the decision, NAACP’s 
Rev. Charles White said, 
“Finally, the American govern-

ment has decided to honor the    
promises it made long ago to the 
African American people. This is far 
from compensating for all the wrongs 
that have been done to us, but it’s 
certainly a step in the right           
direction.”   
 The NAACP supported 61-
year-old Brown throughout all the 
court procedures.  The NAACP  
leader called it “a historical step  
toward justice” and called for a class 

action lawsuit, saying that more than 
120,000 Americans are direct              
descendants of these slaves.   

Slave Descendant To Finally Get 40 Acres and a Mule 

“This is the best day of my life,” Mr. Brown said as he left 
the courtroom. “Justice has finally been done, after all these 
years. My great-grandfather can finally rest in peace!” 

Your life was not an easy one  
From infancy you fought  

Though obstacles abounded  
Tough lessons thus were taught  

 

A beautiful intelligent child you were  
A joy to be around  

Survivor of a broken home  
Then illness brought you down  

 

You tried so many things and failed  
But kept a blessed smile  

You fell and bounced back countless times  
Enduring every trial  

 

Like all of us you wanted love  
A family of your own  

But through your tears of loneliness  
Such courage you have shown  

 

Most people never knew your grief  
You kept a cheerful face  

A smile for everyone you met  
You moved at your own pace 

 

Ready to lend a helping hand  
You joined in many causes  

Assisting struggling humanity  
Who’d also suffered losses  

You dreamed of moving mountains  
And longed to make a difference  

Formulating many plans  
But encountering interference  

 

A man’s true worth is measured  
By the love he freely gives  

And the love he’s given in  return  
Throughout the life he lives  

If you could only see, my dear  
These many lives you touch  

You’d realize your true success  
And a life that meant so much.  

 

Robert L. Silvestri Jr.  
September 20, 1968— 

January 4, 2016 

To Rob from Hedy 
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CURE Winter Calendar 

November 

 2    CURE meeting KCMO/Bluford Library 6-8 pm 

 2 Criminal Justice seminar at Lindenwood University, St. Charles MO 

 4 Keith travels to STL 

 6 STL CURE meeting U. City Library 6:30-8:30 PM  

 7 Health Fair at Vandalia (Angie, Carol Corey, Dr. Will Holcomb) 

 8 Keith returns to KCMO 

11  Racial Justice seminar ACLU office 11-2 (Moral Agenda for MO coalition formed)   

13 Washington University student Cal Hsaio meets with Hedy to discuss documentary on Hedy & CURE  

19 PPA at Pacific (Rob and Hedy) 

20 Juvenile Justice conference call 3-4 pm 

20 Documentary filmed 4-8 pm 

23 One year anniversary of Cleveland police killing of 12-year-old Tamir Rice 

24 Reggie Clemons conviction & death penalty overturned by MO Supreme Court 

December 

 2  Screening of documentary Washington U. Kemper Museum STL 

 3 Angie & Hedy meet to write grant proposal for 'Prisoner Narratives' Project   

10 Hedy drives to KCMO 

11 Eggs & Enlightenment meeting KCMO 9-11 AM  

11  Faces of Change Kemper Museum KCMO 6 PM  

11 Dinner meeting—Maureen, Susan, Keith & Hedy  

12 Letters to Prisoners meeting KCMO 

12 MISD meeting with DOC re-entry Waldo Library KCMO 

13 Hedy returns to STL 

16 EM CJTF mtg. in Governor's office followed by mtg. at EM office (Clara & Al Bey) 

20 Kwanzaa celebration at OBS Rowan Center (Rob and Hedy) 

26 MORE
2
 meeting in KCMO (Metro Org. for Racial Equality & Empowerment) 

27 Jon Marc Taylor died of heart attack at SECC 

29 Keith travels to STL 

30 NAACP Kwanzaa banquet at PCC (Keith, Hedy and Evelyn) 

January 

 3   Keith returns to KCMO  

 4   Hedy’s son Rob died 

 4   MORE
2
 & One Struggle KC protest at Leon Jordan police campus 

11   CURE mtg. KCMO/Bluford Library (cancelled due to weather) 

12  MORE
2
 meeting in KCMO  

13  Moral Agenda Coalition meets 12 noon NAACP office STL Continued page 5 
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A true account of a        

Missouri crime story that 

made national headlines. 
Follow this high profile case 

through the courts and 

prison system. Bank Notes 

is opening eyes and  

spreading awareness about 

criminal justice reform.  
$17.99.  Buy your copy  

today.  Available through 

Amazon.com,     

Barnesandnoble.com, and  

Booksamillion.com.   

Take Back the Vote 2016! wants to remind everyone that 
the deadline for voter enfranchisement INITIATIVE            
PETITIONS to be received is April 1, 2016.  Please send all 
NOTARIZED and SIGNED PETITIONS to Take Back the Vote, 
P.O. Box 150299, St. Louis MO 63115.   
 Donations are still needed for postage and filing fees for 

this last leg of our efforts to meet our deadline. Thank you 

for your continued support.  For more information, contact 

us at Take Back the Vote, P.O. Box 150299, St. Louis MO 

63115 or email takebackthevote16@gmail.com.   

Deadline for Initiative Petitions 

T 
ake Back the Vote 2016 has 
partnered with a new organiza-
tion called ENUF (Essential 
National Uplifting Fund), 

whose primary purpose is fundraising 
to assist prisoners in a variety of ways.  
ENUF is registered with the Missouri 
Secretary of State under Chapter 355 
RSMo.   
 Prisoners returning to society have 
educational, legal and transitional is-
sues, including need for transportation, 

clothing, and rent deposits.  A lot of 
things need to be done in Missouri such 
as class actions, initiative petitions, etc., 
but no organization is currently raising 
funds for this type of thing.  Funds 
raised may also be used to assist organ-
izations like CURE for certain projects.   
 Although started in Missouri, it is 
expected that the organization will ex-
pand to a national one at some point.  
 Nobody is carrying this burden 
currently but prisoners and their      

families, so donations will be needed to 
get started.  Because the organization is 
nonprofit, donations will be tax-
deductible.   
 

A 
 Board of Directors has been       
formed, including Angela Bell, 
Hedy Harden, Rev. Nathaniel 

Johnson, Shirley Miner and Lisa    
Hubbard. Contact information: ENUF, 
POB 150299, St. Louis MO 63115 or 
takebackthevote2016@gmail.com.   

Essential National Uplifting Fund (ENUF ) 

Continued from page 4 
 

14  Keith travels to STL 

16 Memorial for Rob; repast at OBS Rowan Center 

19 CURE Meeting STL via Conference Call  

21  Buddhist Memorial for Rob 

23 Keith & Hedy meeting with Dr. Saint Rice of Lindenwood University 

23       Keith returns to KCMO 

25 STL Circuit Attorney announces plan to retry Reginald Clemons  

26  Angie & medical advisor meet with Attorney 

26 Angie's cousin-in-law Don, 44, died while on parole of prison-related PTSD 

30  OBS 36th Anniversary Celebration (Hedy & Evelyn) 

February 

 9 Meeting with Food Not Bombs group in KCMO 

13 Black History seminar at SCCC sponsored by NAACP 

22 Moral Agenda for MO at Capitol in Jefferson City 

22 CURE meeting 6-8 Bluford Library KCMO 

25 Keith travels to STL  

26 CURE meeting 6:30-8:30 U. City Library STL 

29 Keith to speak at Lindenwood University Criminal Justice class, St. Charles MO  

mailto:takebackthevote2016@gmail.com


  

 

Page 6 Turning Point     

 

I 
ntroduction:  The U.S. Cr iminal 
Justice system has become the 
most overly punitive and race-
based system in the world, where 1 

out of every 3 African American males 
born after the year 2000 is expected to be 
imprisoned within his lifetime.  The U.S. 
is also the record holder for currently   
having the highest number of prisoners in 
history (over 2.2 million), out of which 
one in every 9 is serving a life sentence, 
and nearly half of these are African   
American as well. 
 The tough on crime movement of the 
past 3 decades has created a new form of 
cruelty never before seen in the annals of 
human history—a slow, lingering and 
chronic punishment that has very little if 
any effect on reducing crime.  This writing 
contains the reasons why this overly puni-
tive practice should be ended.  This change 
must be at the forefront of Criminal Justice 
reform. 

1. The rapidly growing use of life          
sentences in America.  The number  of 
persons serving life sentences in Missouri 
continues to grow, even though nationally 
serious and violent crime has been declin-
ing for the past 20 years.   More alarming is 
the nearly vertical rise in those serving life 
and life without parole (LWOP) sentences:  
a growing and stagnant class of prisoners 
destined to occupy the nation’s prison beds 
for decades on end.  Between 2008 and 
2012 the number of Lifers rose by 11.8%, 
and LWOP prisoners rose by nearly dou-
ble that (22.2%).  Overall the number of 
people serving life sentences is four times 
higher today than it was in 1984.  Compar-
atively, in 1990 Missouri held some 1,200 
prisoners serving life sentences and rough-
ly 250 serving LWOP.  By 2012 the num-
ber of prisoners serving both life and 
LWOP sentences increased substantially to 
1,700 and 1,063 respectively, totaling 
about 9% of the state’s prison population.  
And “life,” which used to be considered 15 
years, is now a minimum of 30 years. 
 
2. High financial costs.  Despite the 
growing costs associated with life and 
LWOP sentences, the State of Missouri 
has yet to implement any changes that 
address the growing financial burden of 
incarcerating people for the rest of their 
lives.  For example, it costs an average 
$22,350 per year to house one Missouri 
prisoner.  However, after a prisoner   

reaches the age of 45, that cost can       
increase to anywhere between $60,000 and 
$70,000 annually.  Due to the great     
number of  illnesses brought about prema-
turely as a result of prison life, and access 
to only substandard healthcare, the average 
life span for prisoners is markedly lower 
than that of their “free world” counter-
parts.  For juveniles the cost can be much 
higher.  For example, it will cost $2.2  
million to incarcerate a 16-year-old      
sentenced to 50 years. 
 
3. Life-sentenced prisoners have the 
lowest recidivism.  A 2004 analysis by 
the Sentencing Project found that 
‘individuals released from life sentences 
were less than one-third as likely to be 
rearrested within three years as all released 
persons.  Despite these facts, discussions 
surrounding the reduction of prison popu-
lations rarely include those serving life and 
LWOP sentences. 
 
4. Non-whites more likely than whites to 
receive life and LWOP sentences.  The 
use of life and life without sentences are 
disproportionately applied to non-white 
defendants.  According to a July 2009  
report released by The Sentencing Project, 
‘two thirds of the people in the U.S. with 
life sentences are non-white.”  In Missouri 
53% of life sentenced prisoners are black. 
 
5. The False Promise of Public Safety. 
Those who support life and life without 
sentences do so under the assumption that 
these prisoners pose the greatest threat to 
public safety.  This is, however, not the 
case.  A 2011 Stanford University study 
tracked 860 people convicted of homicide 
and sentenced to life, all of which were 
paroled starting in 1995.  An analysis of 
their outcomes found that in the years 
since their release, only five individuals 
(less than 1%) had been returned to prison 
or jail because of new felonies.  The fear 
that we are somehow in danger of an  
apocalyptic outbreak of violent crime if we 
release those serving life and other       
indefinite sentences is completely         
unfounded.  Research literature is replete 
with examples of how much easier these 
prisoners are to deal with and how often 
they are called upon to be role models for 
younger prisoners. 

6. The Increased Use of These Sentences 
for Non-homicide Offenses.  Although 

homicide is the leading crime for which 
the majority of lifers are sentenced, many 
are also sentenced to life for assault, rob-
bery, sex-related crimes, and even some 
property crimes.  It is noteworthy to men-
tion the more than 10,000 people serving 
life sentences nationally for non-violent 
crimes, including 5,400 for property 
crimes.   This data raises the question of 
whether it is ever acceptable to sentence 
non-homicide defendants to life. 
 
7. Life and Life without sentences are 
extremely rare internationally.  Many 
supporters of life and life without sentenc-
es tend to believe that prisoners in other 
nations are sentenced more harshly than 

those in the U.S.
—wrong again.  
Actually, whole 
life sentences 
are exceedingly 
rare in other 
countries.  The 
United       
Kingdom, for 
instance, had 
only 49 prison-
ers serving such 

sentences in 2012.  The number dwarfs in 
comparison to the more than 49,000 lifers 
in the U.S.  Yet in that same year the   
European Court of Human Rights ruled 
life without parole sentences to be uncon-
stitutional in the United Kingdom.  In the 
case of Vinter and others v. The United 
Kingdom, “three lifers were reviewed for 
possible human rights violations (i.e.,  
Article 3 in the European Convention on 
Human Rights).  It was determined by a 
vote of 16 to1 that sentences of life with-
out the possibility of parole was a viola-
tion.  It was decided that the 49 people 
serving life would be resentenced. 
 Today numerous international and 
comparative law materials show consistent 
support for life sentences that allow parole 
after 25 years.  In the U.S. lifers serve an 
average of 29 years.  Contrast this with 
Canada, where all persons serving life 
sentences are considered for parole after 
10-25 years. 

8. Wasted youth: Juvenile life and life 
without parole.  In the U.S. there are 
about 2,500 prisoners sentenced as juve-
niles serving life without parole and some 
7,862 serving life sentences.  Major Su-
preme Court decisions, however, shed 

Ten Reasons to End Sentences of  Life, LWOP and other Long Terms 
by Joseph Williams, President, NAACP Prison Branch 44AC, SCCC 

See Ten Reasons page 11 
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The Justice for Reggie Campaign is disappointed with 
the decision January 25 by Circuit Attorney Jennifer 
Joyce to proceed with a new trial for Reggie Clemons. 
The decision comes in the wake of the Missouri     
Supreme Court's ruling November 24 to overthrow 
Reggie's murder conviction and death sentence. The 
24-year-old case has seen many twists and turns and 
this latest announcement comes as no surprise.  We     
remain committed to Reggie's struggle for the truth 
and justice.   

Justice for Reggie  

I 
n 2009 a broad coalition of people 
and organizations made history in 
North Carolina.  A Racial Justice 
Act was passed into law, which 

prohibited seeking or imposing 
the death penalty on the basis of 
race.  If race was found, using a    
prescribed procedure, to be a 
significant factor in the imposi-
tion of the death  penalty, the 
death sentence would automati-
cally be commuted to life im-
prisonment without the possibility of parole. 
 Led by the charismatic Rev. Barber, the 
coalition met weekly on “Moral Mondays” 
to strategize. The death penalty was only 
one focus.  Masses of people in organiza-

tions with a wide variety of causes had come 
together to present a united front.   A 14-
point agenda reflected these aims. 

  Soon afterwards, the legislature 
became more conservative, and at-
tempts were made to repeal the Act.  
In 2013 they succeeded. 
 Meanwhile, however, four 
North Carolina death row prisoners 
eventually had their sentences changed 
to life in prison without parole under 

the state’s Racial Justice Act (RJA) after a 
judge determined that race played a part in 
their jury selection. The state appealed the 
decision, and the cases are now pending 
with the North Carolina Supreme Court.  

I 
nitiated by the NAACP and the anti-
death penalty group MADP, a coali-
tion has formed to promote racial 

justice in Missouri.  Calling itself the 
Moral Agenda for Missouri, the group 
first met November 11 at the ACLU of-
fice in St. Louis.  Our focus is on a com-
munity led movement that is data driven, 
intergenerational, interracial, interdisci-
plinary, and anti-racist.   
 A follow-up meeting was held    
January 13 at the St. Louis NAACP of-
fice.  Coalition members include MADP, 
NAACP, Missouri CURE, ACLU, State 
Rep. Tommie Pierson, Attorney Denise 
Lieberman of the Advancement Project, 
One Village Alliance, Ferguson Collabo-
rative, ALUSA, MVFR, SCSJ, Interfaith 
Partnership, CAPCR, and a growing list 
of other organizations and individuals. 
 Sen. Maria Chappelle-Nadal has 
introduced a Racial Justice Act, Senate 
Bill 758, which proposes that the MO 
Supreme Court extend its proportionality 
review of death penalty and other     
murder cases to include consideration of 
race. 
  

A  
third meeting of the Moral 
Agenda coalition will be Feb-
ruary 22 at the State Capitol in 

Jefferson City.  After the regular meeting 
the group will meet with the legislative 
Black Caucus to push for a hearing of 
SB 758.  This will be followed by a press 
conference. NAACP Attorney Jeremy 
Collins is helping to facilitate the group 
based on his own experience in helping 
to get a Racial Justice Act passed in N. 
Carolina.   

Coalition Advocates Racial Justice in MO 

History of Racial Justice Act  
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 A Black History Memory  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_imprisonment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_imprisonment
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H 
ello again, it’s your man John 
Knowledge.  As usual, you should 
know that I have something im-

portant to convey to you.  Each year the 
NAACP holds its Annual Convention.  At 
this event decisions are made to amend 
the National NAACP Constitution and 
Bylaws for Units, plans of 
action (called resolutions) 
are made for the upcom-
ing year, and National and 
State Officials of the 
NAACP are elected. 
 Any Unit in Good 
Standing may participate.  
This includes prison 
branches.  To participate 
in resolutions each Unit 
must submit prepared res-
olutions to the National President and 
CEO (Mr. Cornell Williams-Brooks at 
4805 Mt. Hope Drive, Baltimore MD 
21215 by May 1 each year.  See NAACP 
Constitution, Article 9.1.  I recommend 
that, for the sake of diligence, a Unit send 
out its resolutions in February or March, 
with courtesy copies to the State/State 
Area Conference.  Each resolution must 
be approved by a majority vote of mem-
bers present during the Unit’s Meeting on 
Resolutions.  They must also be signed by 
the Unit’s President and Secretary. 
 For example, NAACP Prison Branch 
4010 has repeatedly faced a problem with 
the prison administration getting our 
membership dues sent out in a timely 
fashion.  This has interfered with our  
ability to be in good standing with the 

National Association.  Therefore we are 
submitting a resolution that all prison 
branch memberships will begin on the 
date of purchase.  If this resolution is 
adopted we may simply prove our pur-
chase to the National Office by sending a 
copy of our receipts with a sworn declara-

tion of authenticity. 
 At that point we will 
be considered members retro-
actively from the purchase 
date.  The dispute over mem-
bership dues not sent to Na-
tional in a timely fashion will 
then be between NAACP 
National and the offending 
prison official.  It is an issue 
which the NAACP National 
Office can handle by way of 

court issued restraining order. 
 Other examples of the proposed  reso-
lutions of NAACP Prison Branch 4010 
are summarized as follows: 
 

Internal Affairs:  The position of Pr ison 
Project Director shall be established as an 
elected office in the State/State Area Con-
ference of the NAACP, which:   

 Shall be elected on a majority vote of 
the prison branches only, in good 
standing within the State/State Area 
Conference;  

 Shall have the obligation and authori-
ty to act on behalf of prison branches 
in the State/State Area Conference in 
resolving disputes with prison offi-
cials; in setting up funds for legal or 
political action; in establishing the 

Prison Branch Support Committee as 
outlined in Article 8.5(p) and 8.6 of 
the By-laws for Units; in establishing 
a state-wide newsletter specifically 
for prison branches in the State/State 
Area Conference which will allow all 
such branches to coordinate more 
efficiently statewide;  

 Shall have the duty and authority to 
aid the prison branch in conducting 
any of its affairs that are not incon-
sistent with the NAACP Constitution 
or Bylaws for Units, or applicable 
prison policy;  

 May establish a committee which will 
aid the director in carrying out the 
duties of this office;  

 Will be paid a monthly salary which 
will be sufficient for the officer’s 
general support. 

 

Criminal Justice:  The NAACP and all 
Units and members thereof shall work to 
establish a twenty-five year parole eligi-
bility date for Life Without Parole 
(LWOP) sentences which have been im-
posed upon state and federal prisoners.  
They shall also work to label the sentence 
properly as “Death by Imprisonment.” 
 So I implore all NAACP Prison 
Branches to get your resolutions in on 
time.  You can use the same resolutions 
that Prison Branch 4010 has submitted or 
you can come up with some great ideas 
that we haven’t considered.  Thanks again 
everyone and may God Bless you all.   

                                              Synergy, 
John Knowledge 

A Reminder of  Resolutions to all NAACP Prison Branches 

O n November 2, the City of 
Ferguson partnered with   Lin-
denwood University in St. 

Charles MO to host a 
criminal justice semi-
nar.  The event, called 
Left, Right and Center, 
had as the stated aim to 
give everyone a voice 
following the unrest in 
Ferguson. 
 Led by Republican lawmakers 
and other criminal justice conserva-
tives, the seminar included panels on 
community policing, sentencing  re-
form and legislative solutions.  
 Angela Bell and I attended the 

section on legislation, where State 
Rep. Cornejo spoke in favor of legis-
lation that was introduced in 2015 to 

reduce the 85% mandatory 
minimum sentence.   
 Angela and I spoke 
during the time  reserved for 
questions from the commu-
nity, and passed out infor-
mation to leaders of the 

panel, including the following CURE 
recommendations: 
 

 Make all sentences eligible for parole 
after 25 years.   

 Provide for more transparency by the 
Missouri Parole Board regarding its 

criteria for parole, etc. 

 Develop, for each individual who 
comes to prison, a list of requirements 
showing what accomplishments are 
needed to allow parole eligibility.  
Accomplishing these requirements 
would then create a liberty interest for 
release. 

 

 I also spoke with Dr. Saint Rice, 
Director of the undergraduate Crimi-
nal Justice program at the University.  
 Keith and I later met with Dr. 
Rice about the possibility of student 
involvement with Missouri CURE.   
 Keith is now scheduled to speak 
to Dr. Rice’s Criminal Justice class on 
February 29.     

Criminal Justice Seminar at Lindenwood University      by Hedy Harden 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_0Y_r4-jKAhWMNz4KHTYJBbwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbroadbandandsocialjustice.org%2F2011%2F02%2Fmembers-of-the-broadband-opportunity-coalition-how-the-naacp-is-prom
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Juvenile LWOP Should be “Exceedingly Rare,” says Supreme Court 

I 
n a 6-3 decision January 25, the U.S. 
Supreme Court clarified and strength-
ened its 2012 ruling regarding juve-

nile life without parole.  Justice 
Anthony Kennedy authored the 
new ruling in the case of Mont-
gomery v. Louisiana.  In the 
2012 Miller v. Alabama case 
the Court banned automatic 
LWOP sentences for juveniles 
as constituting cruel and unu-
sual punishment in violation of 
the 8th Amendment.  
 Some 2,300 prisoners are serving 

LWOP for crimes committed before the 
age of 18.  The new ruling gives them 
increased hope, making it clear that Miller 

is retroactive and that 
States must either give 
them a new sentenc-
ing hearing or make 
them eligible for pa-
role. 
  

J 
ustice Kennedy 
cited the dimin-
ished culpability 

of all juvenile offenders, who are, he said, 

immature, susceptible to peer pressure and 
capable of change. Very few, he said, are 
incorrigible. As a general matter, he said, 
the punishment is out of bounds. 
 It is a “rare juvenile offender,” said 
Kennedy, “who exhibits such irretrievable 

depravity that rehabilitation is impossible 
and life without parole is justified.”  

 “The opportunity for release will be 
afforded to those who demonstrate the 

truth of Miller’s central intuition — that 
children who commit even heinous crimes 

are capable of change.”   

President Obama Takes on Critical Prison Issues 

Black History Seminar at SCCC                                      by Hedy Harden 

Solitary Confinement 
On Jan 26 President Obama banned      
solitary confinement for juvenile prisoners 
(those under 18) in federal prisons.  The 
ban on solitary also includes those with 
“low-level” infractions.  A Justice Depart-
ment review had concluded that the     
practice reduces the chances that prisoners 
can be rehabilitated 
into society.  He said 
the solitary confine-
ment has been 
"increasingly      
overused ... with 
heartbreaking       
results."  Although he 
conceded that it is 
sometimes necessary 
when a person poses 
a threat to staff or to 
himself, it should be 
“limited, applied with 
constraints and used only as a measure of 
last resort.” 
 Obama will also limit solitary for pris-
oners with mental illness as well as avoid 
its use as a tool for segregating prisoners 

threatened by fellow prisoners.  Federal 
prisons will increase treatment for mental-
ly ill prisoners.  The move is expected to 
affect 10,000 federal prisoners. 
 "The United States is a nation of    
second chances, but the experience of soli-
tary confinement too often undercuts that 
second chance," Obama wrote to the 
Washington Post. "Those who do make it 

out often have 
trouble holding 
down jobs, reunit-
ing with family 
and becoming  
productive mem-
bers of society. 
Imagine having 
served your time 
and then being 
unable to hand 
change over to a 
customer or look 

your wife in the eye or hug your children." 
 "How can we subject prisoners to un-
necessary solitary confinement, knowing 
its effects, and then expect them to return 
to our communities as whole people? It 

doesn't make us safer.”  He called it “an 
affront to our common humanity."  
 The White House said that prison  
officials should always be able to "clearly 
articulate" why a prisoner is placed in soli-
tary confinement and have a plan for    
returning him or her to regular housing. 
 

Criminal Justice Reform 
Obama plans to use his final year in office 
to redouble his efforts, not only to improve 
conditions in federal institutions but to 
encourage states to adopt new rules and act 
on updated prison research.  His goal is to 
improve chances for incarcerated      
Americans to become functioning mem-
bers of society upon release. 
 Prisoners, said Obama, "should be 
housed in the least restrictive setting     
necessary to ensure their own safety, as 
well as the safety of staff, other inmates, 
and the public." 
 Obama said that states should adopt 
similar rules for their own prisons.  He 
cited examples in Colorado and New  
Mexico that yielded positive results for 
prisoners' rehabilitation efforts.   

F 
ive panelists spoke February 13 at 
Licking during a Black History 
seminar on prison reform.  Keith 

and I represented CURE. LaTahra Smith, 
head of the KC Freedom Project, spoke 
about her organization’s work fighting 
wrongful convictions.  Minister Vincent 
Muhammed of the Nation of Islam came 
with his entourage from Kansas City with 
an inspiring message.  Rev. Elston 
McCowan from the NAACP in St. Louis 
was there to round out the panel.  Besides 
the guests, 124 prisoners were in attend-

ance.  We were invigorated by the large 
turnout, and the men appreciated our  
presence as well.   
 Photos were taken and   
beautiful award plaques were 
presented, along with dona-
tions of $250.00 to each of the 
four organizations represented.   
 NAACP President Joseph 
Williams began by calling for a moment 
of silence for Jon Marc Taylor and my son 
Rob.  Each panelist then spoke on what 
we are doing to further Criminal Justice 

reform.  In the second period we talked 
about what prisoners and their families 

can do to help.  Finally there were 
questions and answers. 
 Handouts reflected the 
NAACP prison branch’s careful  
preparation and hard work. Unlike 
last year’s blizzard, the weather coop-
erated this time—although bitterly 

cold, roads were free of snow and ice.  We 
thank IAC Tina Holland for her excellent 
work in coordinating this extraordinary 
event.   
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The 2016 legislative session has gotten 
off to a flying start.  In fact, Empower 
Missouri r epor ts that in just over  a 
month of the session they had already 
testified for or against 50 bills. 
  
Mandatory Minimums:  House Bill 
2036 filed by Rep. Galen Higdon states: 
Section A. Chapter 217, RSMo, is amend-
ed by adding thereto one new section, to 
be known as section 217.691, to read as 
follows: When an offender has served 
forty percent of his or her sentence, 
the board shall review the offend-
er's case history, and the board 
shall have the discretion to recom-
mend parole or clemency.  It is 
worded so responsibility falls on 
the parole board, hopefully making 
this seem like a safer bill for the 
legislators to support. This bill 
includes all prisoners with term 
sentences.  Rep. Higdon reports the 
bill has been assigned to the House 
Corrections Committee.  
 On February 9, Rep. Higdon 
went even further, introducing HB 
2512.  It provides that mandatory mini-
mum sentences would be discretionary 
and creates provisions for when a person 
would be eligible for a parole hearing.  It 
excludes first degree murder and sex of-
fenses that fall under RSMo Chapter 566.  
Upon reading the fine print, it also      
appears to exclude crimes committed us-
ing a firearm.  Speaker of the House Todd 
Richardson is reportedly in favor of such 
prison reform bills.  Despite the draw-
backs, please encourage everyone you 
know to begin emailing and calling their 
representatives and Speaker Richardson 
voicing support for both of these bills.   
 
Juvenile Justice:  We support Rep.    
Robert Cornejo’s HB 1995, which had a 
hearing January 27th.  It has since been 
reported “Do Pass” by the House Select 
Committee on the Judiciary Feb 11.  
 HB 1995 eliminates life without   
parole as a sentencing option for children 
under 18; for children convicted of first 
degree murder, it establishes sentencing 
options as a term of years between 25 to 
40 years or life with the possibility of   
parole; for all children tried as adults, the 
judge or jury must consider youth-related 
mitigating factors at the time of sentenc-
ing; it creates a “youth offender parole 
hearing” in which all individuals sen-
tenced to lengthy sentences (40+ years) 

for crimes while under age 18 will be  
parole eligible after serving 30 years; it 
establishes youth-related mitigating fac-
tors the parole board must consider in 
cases of individuals convicted of offenses 
that occurred while under age 18; and for 
all children who were previously sen-
tenced to life without parole in Missouri, 
it establishes a procedure to petition for 
review of their sentence by a trial judge. 
 Sen. Bob Dixon filed SB 500, in 
which the sentencing scheme for children 

convicted of first-degree murder would be 
a minimum of 50 years or life without 
parole for 16 and 17-year-olds and a   
minimum of 35 years or life without   
parole for children under 16.  This is the 
same language as his bill from last year, 
filed in response to the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Miller v. Alabama.  We     
oppose Dixon’s bill and its House ver-
sion, Rep. Corlew’s HB 2084, which 
contains slightly lower minimums.      
Missouri CURE testified against SB500. 
 We support SB 618 and SB 684, 
both sponsored by Sen. Wallingford, 
which were heard by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee Feb.10.  SB 618 requires any 
juvenile certified as an adult to be kept in 
a juvenile facility until sentencing or until 
age 17.  SB 684 specifies that courts must 
order an evaluation by the Division of 
Youth Services to determine whether dual 
jurisdiction is appropriate for certain   
juvenile offenders. 
 
Death Penalty:  A Racial Justice Act, SB 
758. sponsored by Sen. Maria Chappelle-
Nadal r equires the Supreme Cour t to 
consider whether race was a significant 
factor in the decision to seek the death 
penalty against the defendant or in other 
decisions to seek or impose the death  
penalty in the state or county or judicial 
circuit in which the defendant was prose-

cuted or tried at the time the sentence was 
sought or imposed. This act states that no 
person shall be sentenced to death or   
executed under any judgement that was 
sought or obtained on the basis of race.  
 In addition, this act allows a defend-
ant to file a motion before the first or  
second stage of a first degree murder trial 
in which the death penalty was not waived 
upon the ground the racial considerations 
played a significant part in the decision to 
seek the death penalty. A person who was 
sentenced to death on or after August 28, 
2016 may file the motion as a post-
conviction motion, and the procedures 
that apply to other motions to set aside 
death sentences apply. A person who was 
sentenced to death prior to August 28, 
2016 may file the motion by August 28, 
2017.  The defendant has the burden of 
proof. The state may offer rebuttal       
evidence.  We support this bill. 
 A finding that that race was a signifi-
cant factor in the decision to seek or    
impose the death penalty may include  
evidence that the death penalty was 
sought or imposed more frequently upon 
persons of one race or that race was a sig-
nificant factor in peremptory challenges 
during jury selection. 
 If the court finds that race was a   
significant factor in the decision to seek or 
impose the death penalty, the court must 
order the death sentence not be sought or 
that the sentence be vacated and the    
defendant be resentenced to life without 
parole. 
 Rep. Brandon Ellington has since 
filed a Racial Justice Act in the House as 
well.  
 SB 816 offered by Sen. Paul      
Wieland, was heard in a full Senate 
floor debate Feb. 8.  It was the first time a 
floor debate took place to consider a death   
penalty repeal bill since 1974.  SB816 is 
now on the informal calendar for perfec-
tion.  We support this bill. 
 SB 652 filed by Sen. Keaveny 
would require the State Auditor to make a 
one-time report on the costs of administer-
ing the death penalty.  CURE supports. 
 
Voting Rights: Sen. Rob Schaaf, R-St. 
Joseph, introduced SB 924, dubbed the 
“Missouri Restoration of Voting Rights 
Act.”  This bill would restore voting rights 
to all those on probation or parole, affect-
ing more than 60,000 Missourians. 
   
 

Legislative Highlights 

See Legislation page 11 

http://www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills161/billpdf/intro/HB1995I.PDF
http://www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills161/billpdf/intro/HB2084I.PDF
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Legislation from p. 10 
 

The Senator likened the voting restriction 
to Jim Crow laws. “Not only does the 
current law undermine our democratic 
system,” said Schaaf, “but it dispropor-
tionately affects African-Americans, a 
group that has already been the object of 
far too much legal discrimination.”  We 
support the bill.  Unlike our  Initiative 
Petition, it does not include voting for   
prisoners, but it is a major step forward. 
 
Ban the Box:  Both SB 724 introduced 
by Sen. Nasheed and HB 1864 filed by 
Rep. Dunn would prohibit employers 
from inquiring into or considering the 
criminal records of applicants before  
offering a conditional offer of employ-
ment.  We also support HB 1512      
sponsored by Rep. Brandon Ellington 
specifies that a person applying for state 
employment, public assistance, or state 

housing assistance cannot 
be required to disclose 
any prior nonviolent felo-
ny plea or conviction, 
with certain exceptions.  
 
Other Bills:   
Sen. Curls again filed a bill (SB 674) 
requiring the parole board to review cases 
of anyone who has served at least 15 
years and recommend clemency or allow 
release on parole.  We support this bill. 
 
Rep. Lair’s HB 1963 would author ize 
the early parole of certain offenders over 
the age of 65.  This bill had a public hear-
ing on February 3.  Support. 
 
Rep. Walton Gray’s HB 1488 would 
allow prisoners to petition the court to 
delegate visitation time and access to a 
family member or other person with a 

close and substantial relationship to the 
parent’s minor child.  Rep. Hubbard’s 
HB 2439 would establish a pilot pro-
gram to increase the visitation rights of 
children with incarcerated parents.  Sup-
port. 
 
Rep. Ellington filed HB 1506 to repeal 

the provision requiring parolees to pay an 
intervention fee.  Rep. Ellington also in-
troduced HB 1883 which would require 
the DOC to perform specified actions to 
improve the ability of working prisoners 
to obtain employment upon release from 
incarceration.  We support both bills. 
 
We firmly oppose HB 1742, Rep.      
Brattin’s punitive bill which would   
require that prisoners receiving on-site 
non-emergency medical examination or 
treatment from correctional center      
personnel be charged 50 cents per visit.   

Ten Reasons from p. 6 
 
some hopeful light on this group of pris-
oners, i.e. Graham v. Florida and Miller 
v. Alabama (also see p. 9).  In Graham, 
the Court decided in 2010 that because of 
their cognitive, behavioral 
and emotional differences 
from adults, youth under 18 
at the time of non-homicide 
crimes could not be sen-
tenced to the harshest avail-
able sentence.  In the Miller 
decision two years later, 
once again the Court relied 
on expert knowledge from 
the field of adolescent brain 
science to find that an 8th Amendment 
violation exists in sentencing youth to 
mandatory LWOP without considering 
mitigating circumstances.  Miller could 
affect some 2,000 prisoners in as many 
as ten states.  [See also Montgomery v. 
Louisiana decision on JLWOP, p. 9.] 
 
9. The increase of females sentenced to 
life and life without parole.  Women 
are being incarcerated at an increased 
rate nearly double the rate for men.  
There are now 5,361 women serving life 
sentences in the U.S.  Of these, 300 have 
life without parole.   The great majority 
of these women, 83.8%, were sexually or 
physically abused.  Research shows this 
type of abuse tends to be significantly 
higher among female lifers than for both 
their male counterparts and for females 
not serving a life sentence.  It is also  
important to note that the majority of 

women convicted of intimate partner 
violence-related homicides had been  
battered women. 
 
10. The U.S. is a nation of second 
chances.  Although Amer icans suppor t 

the belief in second chances, 
many are hesitant to extend 
this sentiment to prisoners who 
commit serious and violent 
crime.  Contrary to popular 
belief, violent crime is not an        
incurable plague requiring the 
capture and indefinite contain-
ment of offenders.  Reliable 
mechanisms should always be 
in place to examine prisoners 

who exhibit genuine personal reform, 
remorse, and the ability to return to    
society as assets and not liabilities.  At 
present in the State of Missouri there are 
no such outlets, as is the case in many 
states.  Although clemency is an option, 
Governors throughout the U.S. have  
denied nearly all clemency requests over 
the past three decades. 
 Parole boards also play a vital role.  
Despite President Lyndon Johnson’s 
1967 Crime Commission’s recommenda-
tion that professionals from the field of 
corrections and not political appointees 
staff parole boards, two-thirds of states 
lack standard qualifications for this job.  
Board members with backgrounds in 
Corrections and Social Services could 
better assess suitability for release.    
Risk-based release policies should be 
implemented that consider a range of 
static and dynamic factors including 

criminal history, offense severity, prison 
disciplinary record, and program partici-
pation while incarcerated.   
 Finally, special re-entry programs 
should be designed to consider the 
unique needs of persons who have served 
long prison terms.  One such model is the 
lifeline program, which began in Canada 
and was recently activated in Colorado.  
This program utilized persons who had 
successful re-entry after serving life   
sentences as mentors for those about to 
be released.  These “In-reach workers” 
prepare those on the inside for some of 
the hurdles they will face once released.  
After release, they continue to provide 
assistance.  Another example is the 
S.O.I.L. (higher education and re-entry 
model for success) program recently  
developed. 
 

C onclusion:  The resilience of the 
human spirit creates a tremendous 
capacity for change.  This quality 

is inherent in most people, given the 
proper resources, access to rehabilitative 
programs, and community support.  In 
order to truly address this nation’s over-
populated and underfunded prison crisis, 
policymakers should revisit the policies 
of prior decades that affect    prisoners 
serving life, life without parole, and other 
lengthy indefinite sentences.  Saved cor-
rectional dollars could be better spent on 
re-entry programs, placing rehabilitation 
at the forefront of Corrections instead of 
the current excessively punitive practices 
that yield very little return in the way of 
public safety.   



  

 

Join Missouri CURE! 
 

Date    
 
Name/ID#  

Facility                                                         

Address       

  

City  

State Zip  

Phone  

E-mail  
 

Please check the annual membership 
type: 
               □  Prisoner    $2.00  
           

               □  Individual  $10.00 
           

               □  Lifetime  $100.00 
      

     □  Donation   $  ___ 
 
       

     □  New Member       Renewal     □ 
 
Make checks payable to Missouri CURE. 
  

 5 stamps from prisoners are welcome if 
permitted by your institution. 

Help Stop Mass Incarceration—and CURE the Madness! 

Missouri CURE 
P.O. Box 28931 
St. Louis MO 63132 

 Asante! 

Thanks so much to the following people 

who donated to Missouri CURE: Stephen 

Hoffman, Marlow Johnson, Rev. Paul 

Jones, Mark Kilmartin, Donald Wayne Morris, and  

Pauline & Charlie Sullivan for their generous donations.   

Special thanks to Gudrun Engelbrech (of Germany) and 

Lynn Glover for donating $100.00 each, to JCCC for 

$150.00, to MCC for $200.00 and to SCCC for its gift 

of $250.00.  Your support is sincerely appreciated.  A 

huge thanks to Action Mailing Corporation for once 

again contributing the printing of this newsletter.   

Rob with nephew Tyden  
January 2, 2016 

Prisoner Life Stories:  We have received a few of your stories so far and are still in the collecting 
phase, so keep them coming.  We will follow up individually at a later date.  Thanks for sharing 
your stories.   —Angie Mueller-Rowry 


