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From the Chair

by Hedy Harden

...and Justice for All!

L

ots of facts and figures rolling around
in my mind, lots of sentiment, lots of
wanting to see a real change. Unfortunately, the future looks bleak. The
immensity of the oppression leaves one
depressed and wondering how it can be
overcome. Yet, it is not possible to overcome oppression and repression with
depression.
Before Trump and the Republican
oligarchy in Missouri
synergized their efforts,
it was already a brutal
challenge to try and
make some progress.
Now, instead of learning from the past and
trying to make a little
headway to improve
the future, all the hardwon victories of the
past are being challenged and reversed,
and it’s so disorienting. Where can we
grab a foothold and
get in position to climb again? We need a
new strategy to take on this monster.
My email inbox fills every day with
petitions to Defeat Trump, Impeach Trump,
or to fight against the dastardly deeds of
Trump appointees. It’s still unbelievable
that he is our so-called President. I try to
sign on to some of the petitions when it
seems to make sense, but the enormity of
the on-line fightback reflects the massive
power of the enemy, and that’s hard to face
each day. Sometimes I want to delete all of
them so I don’t have to spend hours thinking
about Trump and our pitiful efforts to take
him on.
And what of CURE? What about the
thousands of Missouri citizens who are
locked away and ignored by society? What
about the increasing repression they face
every day? What about their heroic efforts
to get legislation passed, hoping to fight the
too-long sentences and other aspects of their

enslavement that the U.S. Constitution legitimizes? Being taxed of their miniscule
resources, yet not allowed to vote, treated as
inhuman for years, and then, if released,
expected to suddenly become model citizens—without jobs, education, training,
housing, healthcare and income. Forcibly
separated from their families, then expected
to be good parents to estranged children.
There are so many issues, and simply
calling attention to them
is not enough. People
need to know how we can
take on the monster, how
we can analyze the
current atmosphere and
devise a strategy for
survival, if not imminent
advancement.
We see how
Civil Rights can be taken
away. We must now
stand up and demand our
unalienable Human
Rights. Her e ar e some
quotes that might inspire
our courage:
From the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.: “There comes a time when silence is
betrayal.”
From Che: “Democracy cannot consist
solely of elections that are nearly always
fictitious and managed by rich landowners
and professional politicians.” and: “Those
who kill their own children and discriminate
daily against them because of the color of
their skin; those who let the murderers of
blacks remain free, protecting them, and
furthermore punishing the black population
because they demand their legitimate rights
as free men—how can those who do this
consider themselves guardians of freedom?”
From George Jackson: “Patience
has its limits. Take it too far and it’s
cowardice.”
From Movement for Black Lives:
Our Movement is under attack. Many want
us to stop moving forward. Show them that
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we can’t stop.
Guided by love, we continue to
stand together for justice, human
dignity and our shared goal of ending all forms of state violence
against Black people. We organize,
occupy, demonstrate, march and
chant for a new future—a future we
can be proud of.
We stand on the shoulders of
our ancestors, who fought for their
freedom and ours. Like them, we
want a world where our lives
matter.

See Justice page 4
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Missouri CURE
Executive Board:
Chair: Hedy Harden
Vice-Chair: Keith Brown El
Secretary: Renese Drake
Recording Secretary: Shirley Miner
Committee Coordinators
Maria McEntire: Finance
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David Ware
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Bev Livingston, MISD KCMO
Angelika Mueller-Rowry, Gateway Greens
Margaret Phillips, MADP
CURE is NOT a service organization.
We are an all-volunteer non-profit
criminal justice advocacy
organization. CURE has NO legal
services—please do NOT send legal
papers. We advocate for criminal
justice reform, but we cannot
take on individual cases.

CURE believes that prisons should be
only for those who MUST be incarcerated and that prisons should only exist
for the purposes of education and
rehabilitation. CURE is a membership
organization. We work hard to provide
our members with the information and
tools necessary to help them understand
the criminal justice system and to
advocate for positive change.

First National WAR Conference
July 29-30 in St. Louis

W

omen Against Registry
(WAR) will hold its first
National Conference July
29-30 in St. Louis MO (Maryland
Heights). It starts at 10 am July 29
and ends at 1 pm July 30. Registration and admission are free! You can
register for the conference at
www.womenagainstregistry.com/
Wayne Bower of CURE SORT
(Sex Offenders Restored through
Treatment) and Eldon Dillingham of
Kansas will lead a workshop on Civil
Commitment.
Our keynote speaker for the conference will be Bill Cobb, who spent
nearly 7 years in prison. Recently
named Deputy Director at the
ACLU’s Campaign for Smart Justice, Cobb is a dynamic speaker who
works tirelessly to remove barriers
that block opportunity for former
felons.
Shawna Baldwin, featured in the
Tribeca Award Winning Documentary Film “Untouchable” by David
Feige, has a compelling story to tell.
During a showing of the documentary, she will discuss the film and
share some of her life’s experiences
since becoming a registrant at a
young age.
Let’s work together to change the
status quo, to build a coalition of education, empowerment and understanding, and to follow a strategy that
eventually results in the elimination
of the registry. We see hope in our
future, hope that may allow our loved
ones to live a normal life after paying
their debt to society.
Prisoner Art Auction. We will
have an auction of art pieces produced by prisoners, registrants, and/or

M

family members. We are encouraging all “artistic” registrants, families,
and incarcerated members of our
movement to create and donate an art
project. See the WAR website for
more information, and pass the word
to encourage participation.
Please consider creating a project
for this auction. If you have an incar-

cerated loved one, please ask them to
create a work of art.
Unsold art pieces cannot be
returned. Therefore, we are respectfully asking that the artist donate their
works as their contribution to this
worthy cause, a cause that is designed
to help us all. Completed art projects
must be received NO LATER THAN
July 20, 2017 at the following
address: Woman Against Registry,
P.O Box 463Arnold, MO, 63010.
See you in July! 

Asante! (Thank You!)

any thanks to the following people who donated to
Missouri CURE: Elaine Auch, Shango Bey, Giles
Chapman, Mark Engstrom, Craig Hunter, Gerald
Mogan, April Quick, Fred Whitehead and Belvin Williams. Special
thanks to Erin Burroughs for her most generous gift of $500.
Once again, we are deeply grateful to Action Mailing for donating
the printing of our newsletter. Thank you all for your support!
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Recycle Our Children

D

ear Society,
You may not remember me,
because it has been over 20
years since we last saw one another. I
was no more than 17 years old at the
time, when you threw me away like
trash. I won’t say that I
didn’t deserve it, but
you even recycle trash
now and then…I guess
my life wasn’t worth as
much as paper or plastic.
Truthfully speaking
though, I don’t blame
you. I was no more
than a clot when you aborted me! Just a
small little clot when you think about it.
How beautiful is the clot stage of a fetus? Is it not one of the most grotesque
things to behold? I’m sure that is exactly how I looked to you, or at least it is
evident that I made you feel that way.
I just can’t help but wonder what
life would have been like in the right
environment, with all the necessary
resources to ensure my complete growth.
You see, I know a little something about
being aborted! The most evident signs
are when they take away all of the tools
needed to educate, elevate and reform
you.
That’s why you wanted me here,
correct? To reform? Well, I’m ready
and I’m more than willing! Here I am—
I want reform, I want education, I want
elevation!
Too bad though, because this place
where you wanted me to be doesn’t
believe in any of that! I live in an 8 by
10 cell, 16 to 18 hours a day. Though I
am eligible for parole in a few years, I
have yet to learn any basic life skills
from the Missouri Department of Corrections (MODOC). I have never had a
driver’s license. I have never had a bank
account. I have never written a proper
resume.
After 21 years, I finally understand
why I am in prison to begin with. My
record will tell you “assault and robbery,” but that is not the real reason why
I am incarcerated. Assault and robbery
is the justification that you will tell yourself in order to lock children away for
most of their lives. The real reason that
I am in prison is because of what I
didn’t know—because if I knew then,
21 years ago, what I know now, I wouldn’t be here.

So, Society, I want to tell you today
what you won’t otherwise learn for another 21 years. What you need to know
is that the system is failing you, and it is
failing people like me.
Just look at the beautiful words of
Etta Myers,
who lives in
Baltimore and
is a volunteer
with Maryland Communities United:
“The
fact that society does not
desire to hire ex-felons or allow people
on probation or parole the right to vote
speaks volumes about society’s confidence in the criminal justice system.
“I mean, imagine sending your
child to college for four years to get a
college degree only to find out no one
will hire graduates from that school?
How long would that school operate if
degrees from that school weren’t worth
the paper they were written on? Who
would continue to send their children to
such a horrible and incompetent university?
“This is exactly what we are dealing with today with the Criminal Justice
System in America. Society knows that
the system is broken. That’s why they

by Clifton Davis, SECC
low results. But when you have NO
expectations, you receive what is called
in the Swahili language Maafas, which
means great human-generated disasters!
To describe the system as broken is actually quite kind, because the system is
not broken. It is doing exactly that
which it is designed to do!
If you want to judge the quality of
any society, just look inside its prisons,
because there you will find the true quality of this society’s education, morals,
principles and values. When you are
capable of developing the technology to
send people into outer space, with Land
Rovers on other planets, but throw away
your own children and citizens, we
cannot in truth call the system broken!
Call it what it is: genocide!

T

he St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported in March of 2016 that the University of Missouri receives $617
million dollars from the state, while the
Missouri Department of Corrections
(MODOC) receives $750 million dollars
annually from the state. What is the
graduation rate at Missouri’s state universities? Because we know that the
recidivism rate for Missouri is one of the
highest in the country!
The current governor, like so many
before him, recently announced that he
had to make some cuts from the education budget this year. While
education loses money, the
state continues to pour tax
dollars into MODOC, which
is a failing entity!
Who wouldn’t like a
job that gives you more money no matter how poor your
performance?
Society, you have to
wake up, because if you condon’t want to hire convicted felons, yet
tinue to ask politicians to “get tough on
society keeps falling for the tough on
crime,” instead of getting smart on
crime ruse that politicians continue to crime, we will continue to lose thouuse to get re-elected! Why do we send sands of children to the criminal justice
people to prison to serve long prison
system. Politicians can always find
sentences, then after they are released
money to lock them up, but never can
refuse to restore their rights? If prisons they find money to properly educate,
do not make criminals fit for society,
elevate and reform our children.
then why do we spend so many tax dolThis is another one of those 17 year
lars on a charade?“
olds who got lost in life. But I’m here
Thank you, Ms. Etta Myers. I could today to ask you, Society, are today’s
not have said it any better!
children worth more than paper or plasThe system won’t fix itself, because tic?
the system has NO expectations! When
Please, recycle our children—don’t
you have low expectations, you receive throw them away. 
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Enhanced Care Units (ECU’s)

R

ecently (11/8/16), at SCCC, MODOC/Corizon established an
Enhanced Care Unit (ECU).
They had previously established similar
ECU’s at JCCC and SECC (that I know
of). These ECU’s are primarily designed
as extra TCU bedspace, where they can
house “offenders who are not appropriate
for general population, but do not need
the intensive services of the infirmary.” (Page 5, AOMT report)
In 2009 the “Aging Offender Management Team (AOMT) was…given a
mission of…determining the most appropriate process for dealing with the needs
of aging offenders…”
Within this report of 9/21/09, the
AOMT stated (page 3): “As other states
have discovered, it is cheaper, in terms of
overall taxpayer dollars, to keep aging
offenders incarcerated rather than releasing them to community facilities…
Terminally ill Medicare patients cost
Medicare $127 per day for hospice placement, $493 per day for a skilled nursing
facility, and $3,502 per day for an inpatient hospital stay.” (2004 dollars). This
year “The daily cost of incarceration…
was $45.02…of which $11.18 was for
medical and mental health care.” (Page 3)
Notwithstanding the easily understood reasons explained in the report, the
purpose for the creation of the ECU’s is
clearly expressed on Page 4: The MDOC
“can provide care to older offenders more
economically than the private sector…It
would seem to be more cost effective to
expend taxpayer dollars in a [DOC] medical system rather than the private sector.”
This is actually true, due to Corizon’s
policy/practice of using outdated, generic,
thereby cheaper medications. While the
private sector generally uses the more
expensive, modern medications, which
are far more effective, especially when it
comes to pain management.

Justice from page 1
We want an end to the war being
waged on Black people, in all its forms.
Some people fear change, and that's ok.
Many will attempt to halt our progress.
That is not ok. Some will continue their
attempts to undermine us, but we will
remain undeterred.
For far too long, our unjust deaths
have meant business as usual in this
country. No more.

Supposedly, additional funding for
the ECU’s could be obtained by accessing
state funds by coordinating with the
Department of Health and Senior Services, basically turning MODOC into a
cut-rate retirement facility for the aged/
infirm prisoner. [Page 3]
Regardless of the
fact that bottom-line
costs are the driving
force behind the
ECU’s, I do have to
applaud MODOC/
Corizon for creating
them. In the 37+
years of my incarceration, this is the first
positive step I have
seen MODOC accomplish for the elderly/
infirm wards under their authority.

P

by William Larson
To make matters worse, there are
some staff who continue to pursue their
vengeful goal of punishment without
consideration for the medical or mental
health needs of the individual prisoner.
They want these ECU’s to fail in order to
deprive the elderly/infirm prisoner of all
self-respect and human dignity, for
their own pleasures. They basically do their best to sandbag any
attempt to show compassion to the
elderly/infirm prisoner by causing
problems where there aren’t any,
taking full advantage of the ECU’s
chaotic operation.
I am hoping that they fail
and that these ECU’s continue and
expand. SCCC already needs an
additional wing to hold the elderly/infirm prisoners who qualify for
the admittance criteria. [Page 5]

T

rior to this, MODOC’s policy and
practices have been to just throw
the elderly/infirm prisoners to the
predatory dogs, resulting in open assaults,
extortions, robberies, rapes and other nefarious acts committed against the elderly/infirm prisoners.
In response to the forestated, MODOC staff licentiously turned a blind eye
to such acts, and in some cases punished
the elderly/infirm prisoners for being the
victim of said abuses.
I am hoping that our new Director
will take a close look at these ECU’s. At
SCCC, as with anything new, everything
is chaotic because there are not any uniform rules or policies to guide staff or
residents. Staff uses prison workers to
serve the needs of the elderly/infirm residents, if they feel like it, without any supervision, which leads to abuses. No one
seems to really know who is actually responsible for the day-to-day operations,
or what is really expected of them.

he only thing that really bothers
me about the AOMT report is that
it raises a poignant question of
whether the parole board considers the
costs, stated in the report, when an aging/
infirm prisoner comes up for a regular or
medical parole. [RSMo d217.250 (2017)]
If the foregoing is true, it would seem
to me that this would be a direct violation
of both state and federal age discrimination statutes (ADA 42 USCS d 12101; 42
USCS d 6101; 29 USCS d 701 & 794;
Older Americans Act, 42 USCS d 3001
(1)-(10); d3024(a)(1); d 3025(a)(2)(c);
Mo. State Human Rights d 213.070(3)
RSMO (2017)], much less the Due Process and Equal Protection Clauses of the
State and Federal Constitutions.
Would Jon Marc Taylor still be with
us if they had granted him a timely medical parole, where he could have received
modern medical care???
We will never know the answer to
that. 

Our work remains undone until our
lives are free of violence. That is the
future we imagine.
Until that day comes:
We pledge togetherness—we will not
allow ourselves to be divided.
We pledge to allow our thinking and
actions to be guided by love.
We pledge to bring courage and power
into our communities, and stop their
flow out.
We pledge not to be controlled by fear,

but instead by our dreams.
Join us, and pledge to do the same:
Stand with the Movement for Black Lives.

A

nd my favorite slogan: “No one is
free when others are oppressed.”
Be ye black or white,
red, brown or yellow, we must fight as
one or perish separately. Let not the
racism that brought us down keep us apart
in our common struggle.
True justice for all! 
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MacArthur Justice Center, ACLU Sue Missouri Over
Disastrous Public Defender System
State Fails to Provide Adequate Legal Representation to Tens of Thousands Every Year,
Resulting in Unnecessary Jail Time, Forced Pleas, Other Injustices

T

he Roderick and Solange MacAr- and plead guilty, just to get out and help
thur Justice Center at St. Louis,
my family.”
American Civil Liberties Union,
Said Jason Williamson, Senior Staff
the ACLU of Missouri, and Orrick, Her- Attorney with the ACLU’s Criminal Law
rington & Sutcliffe filed a class-action
Reform Project, “Only because they
lawsuit against the state of Missouri over can’t afford the cost of a private
its unconstitutional system of public
attorney, Missourians lose to the state.
defense. The state’s public defenders
This isn’t a matter of guilt or innocence.
don’t have the time or resources to
When the state’s public defense is too
provide adequate legal representation
weak to defend the public, the entire
and are unable to talk to their clients
criminal justice system falters.”
about possible witnesses, exculpatory
Each year, the Missouri State Public
evidence, plea negotiations, or trial
Defender office has more than 80,000
strategy. The suit asks that the court
cases. It employs approximately 370
force the state to improve the public
attorneys. In 97% of their cases,
defender system and end its violations of Missouri public defenders fail to reach
the minimum number of work hours
the Sixth Amendment.
required for constitu“I sat in jail for
42 days before I saw “The state of Missouri is tional representation,
my public defender, in a constitutional crisis.” according to analysis
by the American Bar
who told me that I
Association and lawyers across the state.
had a good case, but he wouldn’t have
“For three decades, the state of
time to go to trial for another four to six
months,” said Shondel Church, the lead Missouri has known about the failings of
plaintiff in the lawsuit, who was charged its public defense system,” said Anthony
with felony theft but pled guilty to a mis- Rothert, Legal Director at the ACLU of
Missouri. “This chronic underfunding
demeanor in Kansas City in July 2016.
“In jail, you’re starving on what they has resulted in an equally chronic constitutional crisis in Missouri that has cost
give you and you’re dying to get out. I
the livelihood of thousands of Missouriwas hoping things would move faster –
but those 129 days cost me a whole lot: I ans who are denied justice because their
attorneys couldn’t devote the necessary
lost my job and I finally had to give up
time or resources to their cases.”

Plaintiffs in this lawsuit have had to
go before a judge for bail hearings without their public defender present. As a
result, they faced bail amounts too high
for them to afford and spent weeks or
months in jail unnecessarily. While in
jail, they have waited for weeks to see
their public defenders for short conversations that are too brief to cover the
relevant facts of the case.
“Enough is enough with appointing
commissions and committees to ‘study’
the issues. It has long been clear the state
of Missouri is in a constitutional crisis,”
said Mae Quinn, Director of the
Roderick and Solange MacArthur Justice
Center at St. Louis. “The time is now for
our state to take seriously its duty to
meet the standards of representation and
to stop denying Missourians justice.”
“Missourians charged with crimes
must be able to rely on the justice system
for a fair outcome,” said Robert Sills, a
partner at Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe.
“But if they’re too poor to afford a
lawyer, and have to rely on Missouri’s
overworked and underfunded public
defenders, they face added obstacles to
justice, for no reason other than the size
of their wallets.”
The case is currently in Federal
Court awaiting certification of class
action status. 

Favorable Ruling for MO Prisoners Challenging Lack of Hep C Treatment
ACLU of MO and MJC-STL Convince Court that Clients Deserve Day in Court

U

nited States District Court Judge
Nanette K. Laughery (MO Western District) rejected arguments
made by the Missouri DOC seeking to
throw out a lawsuit brought by Missouri
prisoners suffering from Hepatitis C.
Instead, the federal civil rights case
demanding potentially life-saving
treatments for incarcerated inmates, filed
by the ACLU of Missouri and the
MacArthur Justice Center in St. Louis,
will proceed.
The court found that “Plaintiff’s
Complaint plausibly alleges that
Defendants deliberately disregarded and
continue to disregard Plaintiffs’ serious

medical need for DAA drug treatment,”
said ACLUs Tony Rothert.
Direct-acting antiviral drugs, or DAAs,
were approved by the
FDA several years ago.
When taken daily for a
period of weeks, DAAs
may entirely cure
patients of Hepatitis C.
Yet MODOC and Corizon refuse to provide these modern
medications to thousands of infected
inmates.
Fewer than ten individuals have
received DAA treatments while in
MODOC custody. As a result, inmates

are dying from complications related to
the Hepatitis C virus. Others are being
released into the community
untreated, increasing the risk
of the spread of the virus
among the broader public.
“We are pleased that the
case will proceed to the merits,” said Amy E. Breihan,
staff attorney with the MacArthur Justice Center at St.
Louis. “The defendants are plainly more
concerned about saving pennies than
lives. But the Court has rightfully indicated that defendants’ ‘wait and see’
approach to HCV treatment is arbitrary
and unreasonable.” 
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Greetings from the Plantation

G

reetings, Comrades: I’m reporting live from the Missouri
Department of Plantations where
the 13th Amendment is live and in effect.
I would like to give a special
honor to Missouri CURE,
staff and membership as a
whole, because you brothers
and sisters give us a voice to
the common people. One
would never understand the
oppression and abuse that a
person goes through, all
under the illusion of rehabilitation. Missouri CURE has opened eyes
to the people and lets it be known that all
taxpayers are used as pawns to keep the

by Travis Henderson El, ERDCC

capitalists’ pockets fat.
I’m just now unfolding to certain
knowledge about this failed and outdated
system, but it’s clearly seen that it’s about
money, and it’s the rich
that stay rich off the
bad choices that poor
people make.
Since I’ve
been on this path of
humane justice, I have
received a lot of
opposition from the Jim
Crow state of mind
administration here. The truth offends
those who are in the wrong toward
humanity.

N

eoliberalism is the economic
model that built all these prisons
in the past 40 years. They control by creating confusion. It’s a white
supremacist system that all white people
benefit from in every aspect of society.
They have to actively participate in
anti-racist work or they are not revolutionaries. That’s how I know that Hedy
Harden is who she says she is.
The chains of economic slavery have
been forged by both parties and many
presidents, but they are trying to snap
shut around the necks of our children.
We must try something new—peaceful,
yet pointed action. The Ponzi scheme of
prison must be exposed. 

A Celebration of Freedom and Justice

O

n May 16 in New York, the Innocence Project
celebrated 25 years, honoring Barry Scheck
and Peter Neufeld, its Co-Directors and
Co-Founders. Nearly 1,000 people were present for
the gala event.
Actress Meryl Exoneree Robert Nelson of KCMO
Streep kicked off
with his sister Sea Dunnell upon his
release in 2013 after nearly 30
the night with a
years of wrongful conviction.
poignant speech,
followed by moving speeches by Joan Anderson, mother of exoneree
and Board member Marvin Anderson, and Sylvia
Barnes, mother of exoneree Steve Barnes.
Esperanza Spalding performed a song about

exoneree Cornelius Dupree.
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo
congratulated the Innocence Project and
reflected on the state’s criminal justice reform
accomplishments. The event was a huge success and raised more than $2 million to
support the work of the Innocence Project.
Also present and recognized were 40
wrongfully convicted people from around the
country, including six Innocence Project
clients freed in the past year. Called to the
stage, the exonerees received a standing
ovation. Currently, 350 people have been exonerated through DNA testing. 

Tribal
Raine
U.S Bankruptcy Court Held MODOC Violated Discharge
Instructions
When It Collected “Intervention Fees” From Prisoner’s Account

T

he United States Bankruptcy
Court for the Western District of
Missouri held that the
“Intervention Fees” imposed under Subsection 217.690 RSMo 1995 do not
constitute a “fine, penalty or forfeiture”
within the meaning of 11 U.S.C.
Subsection 523(a)(7).
Missouri prisoner Michael A. Miller
filed a Chapter 7 bankruptcy petition on
December 4, 2012, and listed the
Missouri Department of Corrections as
an unsecured creditor. Miller owed
$210.00 for “electronic monitoring fees,”
$510.00 for “housing maintenance
fees” (costs for Miller’s housing at the
Kansas City Community Release Center
in 2006) and $90.00 for “intervention
fees” (costs imposed by the Missouri
Board of Probation and Parole for their

supervision). Miller was granted a
discharge on April 9, 2013.
Miller filed a motion to reopen his
bankruptcy case after the
Missouri Department of
Corrections continued to
seize money from his prison
account, arguing that MODOC violated the discharge
injunction. In response,
MODOC argued that the fees
constituted a nondischargeable “fine, penalty, or
forfeiture” within the
meaning of 11 U.S.C. Subsection 523 (a)
(7) and collection of fees did not violate
the discharge injunction.
The bankruptcy court concluded as a
matter of first impression “that the intervention fees imposed on Mr. Miller do

not constitute a ‘fine, penalty or forfeiture’ since the purpose of imposing the
fees is not penal in nature. In addition,
the intervention fees are
intended by the State of
Missouri to compensate the
State for its actual pecuniary losses in providing
services to assist Mr.
Miller. Mr. Miller therefore
met his burden of establishing that he is entitled to
judgment as a matter of
law.” In re Miller, 511 B.R.
621 (May 15, 2014). The court then
ordered the MODOC to return the $90.00
it collected from Miller’s prison account.
Source: In re Miller, 511 B.R. 621 (May
15, 2014) —from Zachary Smith 521163,
CRCC 
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Commitment is Key

F

or the past 27 years, since the
establishment of Missouri CURE
by Ms. Hedy Harden and spearheaded by a small group of Missouri
prisoners, We as Missouri captives have
squandered a momentous opportunity to
effect meaningful change for Criminal
Justice Reform (CJR) in Missouri.
Missouri CURE, under the current
proven leadership of Ms. Harden and Bro.
Keith Brown El, is truly a progressive and
uncompromising grassroots CJR organization. Missouri CURE has always been on
the front line for Us, promoting and
advocating ideas and legislation submitted
by Missouri captives seeking CJR, and
advocating for prisoners’ rights as human
beings, among so many other issues relevant to Missouri prisoners. Ms. Harden
has been there in the trenches for Us since
the inception of Missouri CURE. Her
commitment is second to none!
Likewise, not only has Bro. Brown El
been in the trenches for Us during the
duration of his captivity, but more
importantly Bro. Brown El has remained
true to self upon his release and continued
the struggle for those left behind. We are
truly blessed to have Ms. Harden and Bro.
Brown El at the helm of Missouri CURE!
However, we as captive prisoners
have yet to collectively support this grass-

roots organization. By failing to support CURE, we
fail to support ourselves!
The fulfillment of CURE’s
great potential will ultimately depend on our collective
commitment to make it a
reality. As a wise Guru
once stated, “We are our
own liberators!!!”
Initially, our primary
goal as captive prisoners should be to render CURE self-reliant and self-sufficient
so it can effectively facilitate its purpose.
It is Our responsibility to ensure that
Missouri CURE has the means to agitate,
educate, organize and mobilize acr oss
all sectors of the State of Missouri. We
need to help CURE help Ourselves!!!
Missouri captives receive a monthly
stipend of $7.50-$8.50 on the 10th of each
month. In other words, with approximately 32,000 captives being held in Missouri
prisons, a minimum of $240,000 is dispensed to Missouri captives each month.
Therefore, effective June 10, 2017, I
am asking that all Missouri captives begin
to donate between $1.00 and $1.50 per
month to Missouri CURE via Institutional
Withdrawal Slip (Green Check) made
payable to Missouri CURE, P.O. Box
28931, St. Louis MO 63132.

Habari Gani (What’s the News?)

W

hat’s up with Prisoner Health
and other Human Rights concerns? Many of you may have
been wondering. Well, so have I.
Besides me personally needing to
take a deep breath, another reason for
slowing down with addressing MODOC
regarding your concerns was due to the
fallout from the “earthquake” that shook
MODOC late last year, resulting in Governor Greiten’s ingenious move to install
a female director.
It was a perfect moment to take a
break, sit back, watch and wonder. What
would change when a woman takes over a
mud-caked, male-dominated theocracy,
where P.R.E.A. was merely something to
wipe your butt with?
Obviously, they all needed a break to
sort things out. The idea was to give the
new director some space. Give Anne
Precythe, like any newcomer, 100 days to
show what she’s got up in her sleeve to
redeem the mess.
Well, by the time this reaches you, it

will have been more than 150 days – but,
of course, we know we’re dealing with a
bureaucracy. So far, what’s visible from
the outside is: we have a bunch of new
wardens, 7 of them women – anything
else?
Here is where you all come into play:
In order for all the documentation that I
collected in past years to keep its value,
we need updates. Create a historic
context, so to speak. So: have there been
ANY changes in the way you are being
treated?
Are P.R.E.A. violations
that prisoners suffer by staff
addressed differently, now
that the issue’s been pulled
from under the rug? Are
there any changes to the
grievance procedure or how
it is being handled? What about your
access to, and use of, camera footage to
clear prisoners of malfeasant, arbitrary
charges? How about what’s euphemisti-

By Shango Bey, ERDCC
Spread the word. Each one teach one
why it’s in our interest to support this
goal. We must hold each other accountable and demand that one another be
responsible toward this worthy cause!
Our Sisters and Brothers sentenced to
Death, Life Without Parole (LWOP)
and other Death in Prison sentences
should make a personal commitment to
spearhead this righteous cause.
If We make this sacrifice, Missouri
CURE could have close to $500,000 at its
disposal per year to wage this righteous
struggle. WE can infuse and facilitate
through Missouri CURE.
For the majority of Us held captive
under these draconian sentencing laws,
some type of CJR is Our only feasible
avenue to effect meaningful change in our
circumstances. Some of us still maintain
a glimmer of hope in the judicial (court)
system in the pursuit of justice. Sadly,
however, this individual approach will
remain elusive for the majority, as many
have already discovered through experience and many more will soon learn.
Without CJR, our fate is sealed
because the politics of Criminal Justice =
Genocide! We must be our own liberators, beginning now. Together we can
usher in change through CURE. 

by Angie Mueller-Rowry
cally called ‘Use of Force’? Confinement
in segregation? Retaliation by correctional and/or medical staff when prisoners
insist on their rights? Other kinds of
abusive, negligent or arbitrary treatment?
What about Failure to Protect? Any
change in rules and regulations, internal
policies, or how they are being implemented? Are there any changes in your
health care?
Even if the mills of bureaucracy grind
slowly, as we say in Germany, there
should be some ‘trickle-down’ effect by
now—or lack thereof—that
we’d like to know about.
From my and Missouri CURE’s recent correspondence with MODOC, I
have preliminary impressions, but I’m holding back
until I hear of yours.
And please don’t hesitate to keep me
updated on your medical concerns, even if
I’m unable to address them all. You are
always in my thoughts. 

Turning Point
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A Struggle for Human Rights

K

eith Brown El and I drove from St.
Louis for 5 hours in constant rain
to Cameron to join the CRCC
NAACP commemoration of the civil
rights struggle on April 26 .
After a moment of silence for Andre
X, a fallen comrade, we were welcomed
by NAACP President Mark Broom. His
address was followed by a presentation
from Lonnie Lockhart-Bey, Chairman of
the event, about prosecutor immunity, one
of the major causes of injustice in criminal
trials. Craig Hunter presented welldocumented research about the 85% law.
Finally Aryan Neal spoke on why innocent
people often plead guilty.
Keith and I were each called on to
speak, followed by an address from the
VIC, Ms. Lucille Lowe.

Following is an excerpt from my
speech:
“This is my first
time at Crossroads, and I
appreciate the chance to
meet you. The NAACP
here at CRCC has a
proud history, and I’m
glad to see you’re still
going strong. I
remember the historic seminar that was
held here in July 2010, part of the National
NAACP Convention held in Kansas City
that year. I know some of you remember
Jon Marc Taylor, who was so active in the
NAACP at CRCC. We have 53 CURE
members at Crossroads now, and I hope
this event will inspire more of you to join.
“CURE is for you and about you and

by Hedy Harden
your families and loved ones. We need
you, as well as more active outside
members, to accomplish our goals. Please
get your people involved.
“The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was
won after many years of struggle against
Jim Crow laws and the remnants of
slavery. Descendants of slaves fought and
died to win rights that should have been
guaranteed to all of us as human beings.
“This is the era of struggle for Human
Rights.
“We believe in you, and we know that
you can excel if given the chance. Many
of you have grown up in prison, and you
are now mature adults.
“I just hope that you will have the
chance to use your intellect and your
talents to make society a better place.” 

We’re at a Crossroads

I

hope everybody here this evening
understands that the civil rights era
was not a good time for AfricanAmericans. For many reasons it
wasn’t a good time for poor and other
oppressed people and it definitely wasn’t a
good time for the country.
Even in these modern times when we
are supposed to be at a period of our greatest prosperity and enlightenment, I think it
is still pretty obvious that we haven’t fully
recovered from all the bigotry, sexism,
class discrimination and racism that gave
rise to the civil rights era and other movements which followed.
Even today while we are still struggling to heal from all of these old wounds,
there are those who apparently want to
take most of us back to a time when we
were forced to endure all of those humiliations and other horrible experiences.
My name is Keith Brown El. I’d like
to thank all of you for inviting me here to
talk about these things this evening and for
allowing me access to this facility.
During last year’s presidential campaign season we were all introduced to the
ominous phrase “Make America Great
Again.” Quite honestly, many of us have a
lot of difficulty trying to recall a time
when America was ever really great to
begin with (at least in terms of treating
everybody equally and fairly).
We all know that in the Star Spangled
Banner it says that America is the land of

the free and the home of the brave. We all
know that in the Declaration of Independence it says that “All men are created equal
and endowed by the Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,”
and that “We hold these
truths to be self-evident.”
And we know that in the
Pledge of Allegiance,
America is described as
“One Nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all. “
Yet we also know that at
no point in history have these
phrases ever coincided with the experiences of most African-Americans, or for that
matter even many poor whites, Latinos,
and women. So, since we are here today
to acknowledge the contributions of the
civil rights struggle, I must submit to you
that if America was everything that it has
always boasted about being, why was there
ever a need for a civil rights movement in
the first place, and why is there obviously
still a need for it now?
It is very difficult to talk about all of
the things that occurred during the civil
rights era and what those things really
mean without offending some people or
making them feel very uncomfortable.
This is especially true in this era of the
Donald Trump presidency, and we know
all the reasons why.

by Keith Brown El
When black people come together
with whites to commemorate occasions
like these and try not to be confrontational,
we have to try and figure out how to separate the victories we are here to celebrate
from the reality of all the horrible things
that blacks and other people
have suffered, which made our
struggle for victory so necessary.
There were a lot of
evil, wicked and terrible acts
that were committed against
black people during the civil
rights movement. And there
were some equally evil, wicked and terrible acts committed against
many of our white allies and sympathizers.
While we must always applaud and celebrate the courageous spirit of those who
took risks, made tremendous sacrifices,
and paved the way to make life easier for
us, the images of the carnage left behind
should never cease to haunt our memories
and keep us vigilant and determined to
never let those things happen to us again.
And while we are celebrating our victories of the past, let us not forget that this
is certainly no time to get comfortable or
become relaxed, because the freedoms
which are supposed to be guaranteed to
every individual in this country are still a
long way off from being within our grasp,
both in places like these as well as out
there on the streets.
See Crossroads—page 9
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Spring Activities
March 11

MADP Board of Directors Conference Call (Hedy)

March 12

Hedy attends funeral of Minister Cynthia Johnson, wife of Min. Nathaniel Johnson, director of St.
Louis Community Re-entry

March 16

CURE members testify in Capitol for HB 508; also met with Sen. Jamilla Nasheed

March 20

KC CURE meeting

March 23

STL CURE meeting

March 24

Angie travels to Germany for her father’s funeral; returns April 2

March 25

Keith attends funeral of Carl “Bucket” Hines in St. Louis

March 25

Keith & Don Harden join hundreds at STL MOVE rally calling for end to violence; KMOV televised
interview of Jesse Scott and Keith Brown El

March 25

Hip Hop Poetry Performance @St. Louis Juvenile Detention Center sponsored by Prison Performing
Arts (Keith and Hedy)

March 28

Organization for Black Struggle (OBS) Education Meeting (Hedy)

April 17

KC CURE meeting—watched video of Kalif Broader: He spent 3 years in jail @ Riker’s Island (New
York) without conviction, had been suspected of stealing a backpack. Kalif spent 80 days in isolation
and later committed suicide. An effort is underway to close Riker’s.

April 20

STL CURE meeting

April 21

Keith & Hedy join protest for elderly black woman threatened with eviction

April 26

Keith & Hedy drive to CRCC for NAACP Civil Rights commemoration

May 12

STL CURE Meeting

May 13
May 13

Angie & Attorney Randall Cahill discuss Human Rights of Missouri prisoners on Green Time TV
(available on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=han89L9Xy28)
Hedy hosts party to celebrate new CURE office (dedicated to her late son, Rob Silvestri Jr.)

May 15

Memorial for Lisa Stanton Weaver in St. Louis area (Martha and Mary Shaw, Hedy)

May 15

KC CURE Meeting

May 17

Hedy meets with Ruthann Dunn—transfer of supplies for birthday card project

May 18

Membership Committee meeting; Hedy meets with Auch family re birthday card project

ways they already are happening every
rently living in this so called “free socieday. This is because those who fail to
ty”—we are all at a critical juncture in
our existence. None
here should be no reason why we learn their lessons
from history are
of us can afford any
have to live in constant fear that
Prisoners’ Lives Matter! more mistakes.
the injustices commonly commit- doomed to repeat it.
So I say to
Black Lives
ted against us in the past can very easily
Matter! Prisoners’ Lives Matter! Let us
turn around and be committed against us everyone here in this room tonight—
again—but they can, they will, and there whether you are black, white, or whatev- keep striving for progress and keep
er, whether you are incarcerated or curmoving forward. 
are thousands of examples that in many

Crossroads—from page 8
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Member Information

R

uthann Dunn has been in charge
of the prisoner birthday card project for the past 4 years and has
done a wonderful job. The many letters
from prisoners expressing thanks and
even wonder at having received a birthday
card attest to that. Some prisoners reported that ours was the only card they received. A few had actually forgotten their
own birthday until
receiving the card from
Missouri CURE.
This has been a labor
of love for Ruthann, but
she has had to reluctantly
pass the baton to someone
else. She is currently caring for both her
significant other, who has advanced Alz-

from Hedy Harden

heimer’s, and her sister with terminal
cancer. Our sincere thanks to Ruthann.
The Auch family lives in Warrenton
Missouri. They have one biological child,
but Elaine and her husband have been
foster parents to over 100 children over
the years. They have “adopted” several
prisoners as well. The family has recently
taken over the project of sending birthday
cards to incarcerated CURE
members.
In the past we have
kept prisoners on the mailing list long after their
memberships have expired.
Likewise, we have kept
them on the list to receive birthday cards.
However, I’ve had to shorten the birthday

card lists as the project is being transferred. I have removed from the birthday
list anyone whose membership expired
prior to 2017, which includes several
hundred prisoners.

F

urthermore, some prisoners are not
shown in the on-line system, so we
have no way of knowing your birthday. If your membership is current and
you know that you’re not in the system,
please let us know your birthday so we
can remember you on that day.
If you have not renewed your membership in a year or more, please do so. I
don’t want to remove prisoners from the
mailing list as well, but it may became
necessary due to finances. 

MacArthur Justice Center Challenges Practices of MO Parole Board that
Fail to Remedy Children’s Unlawful Death behind Bars Sentences
May 18: The MacAr thur J ustice Center at St. Louis (MJC-STL) filed a federal lawsuit challenging the Missouri Department of Corrections’ (MDOC) blatant disregard for constitutional rights of
youthful offenders entitled to a meaningful opportunity for release under a
recent series of United States Supreme
Court decisions.
Miller v. Alabama in 2012 banned
mandatory life without parole prison
terms for children. Last year the Court
said Miller applies retroactively to those

sentenced before 2012 – including the
approximately 80 youthful offenders
currently incarcerated with death behind
bars sentences in Missouri.
The Missouri Parole Board has long
been criticized for its lack of transparency, arbitrary practices, and harsh treatment of those who come before it.
Missouri Senate Bill 590, passed into
law last year, provides that children
previously sentenced to mandatory life
without parole and who have served 25

years can ask the Parole Board to review
their sentences.
But current parole processes in Missouri fail miserably to satisfy Miller’s
constitutional mandates, according to
the lawsuit filed today by MJC-STL and
co-counsel Husch Blackwell LLP.
The Board has denied requests for
parole in 90% of cases heard so far. And
after approximately twenty hearings
held since November 2016, not a single
youthful offender has stepped out of
prison under SB 590. 

URE member Lisa Stanton
Weaver died in hospice in
Hannibal MO on May 7
after her long and serious
illness. She had been paralyzed
since February 2016
with Gullain Barre’
syndrome, a neuromuscular and respiratory ailment.
Lisa was an active
member who worked
with Angie on our
Prisoner Health Com- Lisa Stanton
mittee in St. Louis. She also volunteered with the NAACP. Our deepest sympathy goes out to her husband, William “Scoonie” Weaver

99972 at CRCC, 1115 E. Pence Rd.,
Cameron MO 64429, as well as to
her son Cody and her parents in
Hannibal.
Another Lisa, married to another William,
also passed away
recently. Lisa
Harrison was an
active member of
CURE in Kansas
City and served
for several years
as ViceChair. After a series of major
strokes, Lisa never regained her
sharp intellect and spent her last
years in a nursing home. Our

sincere condolences go out to
Lisa’s husband
William (Bill)
Harrison
1123835, PCC,
HU 4A-31, 11593
State Highway O,
Mineral Point MO
63660, as well as Lisa Harrison
prayers for Bill
and Lisa’s son Aaron.
Former prisoner Carl Hines,
known to friends and family as
“Bucket,” died March 16 in St.
Louis. CURE members and many
other former prisoners paid
respects at his funeral March 25. 

C

Our
Deepest
Sympathy
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Lobbying 2017

O

by Hedy Harden

n February 28, 13 CURE memSpeaker Todd Richardson with our
For some of us it was the first time
bers traveled to the capitol in
request that HB 407, HB 477, HB 507
visiting the capitol. Others of us have
Jefferson City to lobby our legis- and HB 639 be referred to committees.
varying degrees of experience. Each time
lators. A van from St. Louis held 8 of us: Although we weren’t able to meet with
we lobby, we learn more about the proDeborah Burch, Angela Bell, Denorce
Richardson himself, we left material and cess and what it takes to make a
Starks, Billy J. Ford,
difference.
Michelle Smith,
Florence Kilbert,
embers of CURE also
Kim Guest and Hedy
testified at a Corrections
Harden. Those from
Committee hearing
Kansas City included
March 16 in the Capitol for Rep.
Joe Graves, Maureen
Ellington’s House Bill 508. The
Flynn, Jeff Humfeld,
bill would require DOC to take
Tadar Wazir and
certain measures to improve
Keith Brown El.
chances for returning citizens to
After gathering
find good jobs, providing certificain the capitol rotunda,
tion for skilled prison jobs and
teams dispersed to
worker certificates for others.
visit individual
Deb Burch and I drove
representatives and
from St. Louis. Keith Brown El,
senators.
Stephanie Charles, and Danny
Joe Graves handBrown drove from KCMO. Also
Standing: Tadar Wazir, Dee Starks, Rep. Joe Don McGaugh
ed out copies of a
testifying for the bill were Jeanette
and Keith Brown El. Sitting: Hedy Harden and Billy J. Ford.
brochure written by
Mott Oxford, Director of Empowhis son Joseph
er Missouri, and two members of
Williams entitled “Ten Ways
messages with his legislaSt. Louis Women in Transition. Unforto Break the School to Pristive assistant.
tunately, even with all this support, the
on Pipeline.” Keith handed
A highlight of the day
bill did not pass out of committee.
out a brochure that included
was our meetings with
Missouri’s super-conservative superCURE’s letter to Anne
Rep. Brandon Ellington of
majority blocked virtually all of the
Precythe and Keith’s treatise
Kansas City and Rep.
progressive bills filed this year.
on current legislation.
Bruce Franks of St. Louis,
The Missouri legislature approved a
My handout explained
perhaps the most progres$27.75 billion state operating budget for
the status of relevant bills
sive Missouri legislators.
FY2018 that eliminates services for
Brandon
Bruce
and what needed to be done
Rep. Ellington has
many elderly and disabled citizens and
to help move them along. Three of our
sponsored several of our bills. Rep.
slashes funding for higher education.
bills were in the Judiciary Committee.
Franks is on the Corrections Committee
Infighting among Republicans shut down
We spoke to Rep. Joe Don McGaugh,
as well as a member of the task force
the Missouri Senate for 3 days in May
chair of that committee, asking him to
charged with investigating the DOC.
(session ended May 12), jeopardizing
schedule HB 38, HB 474, and HB 490 for Some of our members spoke with him
passage of many bills. Besides appropriahearings.
about incarcerated family members. The tions, only 12 bills reached final passage,
Rep. McGaugh told us he expected
ACLU Lobby Day was held the same
which is far fewer than any session in the
them to have hearings within the next 2
day, and buses from St. Louis and Kansas past 20 years. None of our bills were
weeks. We visited the office of House
City brought citizens to the capitol.
among the 12. 

M

Recap of Bills





Not referred to a committee: HB 477 (r e death penalty), HB 507 (Second Chance Act; fir sttime offenders under age 21 would have chance at parole, HB 639 (parole hearings for LWOP
after 25 years), HB 1038 (expands good time and prescribes its use, by Rep. Bruce Franks)
In committee, but no hearing: HB 407 (r e sex offender s in homeless shelter s), HB 474
(increases compensation for wrongly imprisoned), SB 167 (would allow voting for probationers and parolees)
Had committee hearing, but not voted out: HB 508 (wor k cer tificates, etc. for r eentr y), HB
726 (early parole when over 65), SB 40 (juvenile prosecution if under 18); Bad bill: HB 163
(prison TV only by antenna)
Voted out of committee but not heard by the Full House: HB 38 (mandator y minimums would be discr etionar y), HB
351 (shackling of juveniles & pregnant women), HB 490 (re arrearages and expungement relating to criminal nonsupport);
Bad bills: HB 268 (charge fifty cents per visit for medical), HB 301 (videotaping of parole hearings).

Missouri CURE

P.O. Box 28931
St. Louis MO 63132

Fight Mass Incarceration—and CURE the Madness!
Disclaimer: The articles in this newsletter are for informational purposes only. Nothing in this newsletter is intended to
“promote, incite or advocate disorder or the violation of state or federal law, nor to promote, incite, advocate, facilitate or
otherwise present a risk of lawlessness, violence, anarchy or rebellion against a government authority”…or any of the other
ridiculous excuses that the Department of Corrections frequently uses to reject Turning Point, the newsletter of Missouri
CURE, simply because they don’t want prisoners to have access to the information we are trying to provide.

Current Goals of Missouri CURE


Join Missouri CURE!

Increase active memberships: need more prisoner families
and loved ones to get involved.

Date



Continue to use Turning Point, Missouri CURE’s newsletter,
to educate, inspire, and inform both prisoners and the public
about prison conditions and issues.

Name/ID#



Speak out about prison conditions at public forums.

Address



Use our annual conference to recruit and spread the word
about CURE.



Continue to advocate for prisoner health and for fair &
humane treatment of prisoners.



Legislation: continue to work with progressive legislators to
fight mandatory minimum sentences, including life without
parole. Lobby for humane treatment of prisoners. Advocate
for restoration of the 9/12 good time statute with a 6/12 good
time policy for all prisoners serving sentences that can be
calculated in numbered years.



Work to implement a Clemency Board (separate from the
parole board) to include a crime victim, prisoner family member or loved one, member of law enforcement, former prisoner, community activist, mental health professional, etc. (8-12
people).



Convene focus groups of former prisoners who have returned
to prison to learn what works and what doesn’t to prevent
recidivism.



Expand work with other like-minded people and organizations.



Advocate for the wrongfully convicted and for fairness on the
Parole board.



Fight the school to prison pipeline. Seek alternatives to crime.



Advocate for better judges.

Facility

City
State

Zip

Phone
E-mail
Please check the annual membership
type:
□ Prisoner
$2.00 
□ Individual
□ Lifetime

$10.00
$100.00

□ Donation $
 5 stamps welcome if allowed.
□ New Member

Renewal

□

Angie’s lawsuit challenging her husband’s
wrongful death—Mueller v. Corizon et al—
will have a preliminary hearing July 10 in
Cole County Circuit Court..

