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From the Chair

F

by Hedy Harden

From Around the State

irst of all, I’d like to thank you all for
the many expressions of sympathy on
the death of my son Rob. Your caring
and thoughtfulness is deeply appreciated.
In lieu of a “Chair” article, we are
featuring excerpts from a few prisoner letters
dealing with a variety of issues. These are
from numerous locations and some are
representative of other letters received.

going to cause more people to steal from
others to get by, which creates a hostile
environment. We need to know if this is
legal and if it came from the government or
is this just stealing from us to help their
county out? (March 2015)

From SECC
According to ICC Management, Inc. v. Director of Revenue, 290 S.W. 3d
From ERDCC
699, 700 (MO. Banc 2009), the
We inmates got hit with
sales tax charge to inmates in
a sales tax on canteen
the State of Missouri is unconpurchases. Now see a
stitutional and illegal under
copy of this new soRSMo. 217.195. The Director
called sales tax rate
argued that ICC was not transincrease in St. Francois
ferring tangible personal
County (effective
property but instead was
4/1/15). What do us as
providing nontaxable detention
inmates have to do with
services that include feeding
this? Our family and
and clothing the inmates but
friends are already paythat, even were ICC selling
ing taxes. When they
consumables to municipalities,
send us money, we pay taxes again to spend those sales do not fall within the statutory
it. Many of us live on a monthly state tip of definition of sales at retail because munici$7.50 without a GED or $8.50 with a GED. palities are tax-exempt entities.
Now the new tax rate for hygiene items is
Penal institutions are tax-exempt entities
8.350% and for food items 5.350%. So if
under RSMo Section 144.030.2(2) and (20).
you only get state tip, you cannot get what
The Missouri State Constitution provides:
you need.
Governmental entities are exempt from paying sales tax when they purchase tangible
ay you need toothpaste, soap, deodor- personal property, as the Missouri Constituant, hair care products, and shaving
tion prohibits the Legislative from passing
products. One Speed Stick $2.50, 1
laws imposing sales tax on counties or other
Colgate Total $2.30, 1 bar of Tone soap
political subdivisions.
$1.28. If you get only $7.50 from the state
See also MO Cont. Art. III, Sec. 39(10).
all this comes out to $6.41 plus tax about
Prisoners of the State of Missouri and specif$7.50. Now you have to make up in your
ically the inmate canteen is exempt from
mind what you’re going to do without for 30 taxation because state prisoners are and the
days or more till you get your next state tip. inmate canteen is a governmental function or
And then if the police smell you they will
entity. “…The inmate canteen fund shall be
give you a conduct violation and maybe send retained for the purposes specified in this
you to the hole because you don’t have hysection and shall not revert or be transferred
giene products. Now taxes are going up
to general revenue.” RSMo 217.195(2).
again because of St. Francois County, so we
It is very clear from the Constitution and
will have to go without something else.
Statutory law that the current practice of
They won’t pay us to work. They’re just
taxing state prisoners is illegal. I have
making it harder on everybody. This is only
Around the state—Continued page 8
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The annual cost of incarceration in the U.S. is $80 billion, which is approximately
$51,250 for each prisoner.
A “free world” minimum
wage of $15 per hour would
come to $30,000.

New Phone Number
We apologize for those who
may have tried to reach us
at the old CURE number.
Please use the new number
shown above.
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Missouri CURE
Executive Board:
Chair: Hedy Harden
Vice-Chair: Keith Brown El
Interim Secretary: Stephanie Charles
Recording Secretary: Shirley Miner
Committee Coordinators
Maria McEntire: Finance
Angelika Mueller-Rowry: Prisoner Health
Ruthann Dunn: Special Communications
Advisory Board
Kenneth Bell
Kevin Hammerschmidt
Damon Johnson
Dolores Owen
Patricia Prewitt
Roosevelt Price Jr.
Michelle Smith
David Ware
Joseph Williams
James Wilson
Special Liaisons
Brianna Burton, IWW of KCMO
LaTahra Smith, KC Freedom Project
Bev Livingston, MISD
Rev. Elston McCowan, NAACP
CURE is NOT a service organization.
We are an all-volunteer non-profit
criminal justice advocacy
organization. CURE has NO legal
services—please do NOT send legal
papers. We advocate for criminal
justice reform, but we cannot
take on individual cases.

CURE believes that prisons should be
only for those who MUST be incarcerated and that prisoners should have all
the resources needed to turn their lives
around. CURE is a membership organization. We work hard to provide our
members with the information and tools
necessary to help them understand the
criminal justice system and to advocate
for positive change.

Big House
I’m the dream dasher,
killer of hope, youth, health.
I serve up cold-hearted despair
on unclean plastic trays
and force you to gag it down
using greasy orange sporks.
Surrender your dignity and individuality
at the door ‘cause while you’re
in my squeeze, you’re beat down,
laid down restlessly on ungiving
bunks of isolation
unable to distinguish nightmare from reality.
I’m a state-sanctioned, tax funded
horror show with no intermission.
I break you—bend, brand, mark, warp and wound you
so you can never escape me,
even if you leave.
Patty Prewitt WERDCC

A Memorial was held
March 19 at St. Monica’s
Catholic Church in Kansas
City MO for Jon Marc
Taylor. It was hosted by
Ross Van Ness of Indiana.
Keith and Hedy attended
and shared memories of
this remarkable man, his
life, and his many accomplishments. We brought
greetings from his dear
friends and comrades
who remain captive.
CURE Member in Crisis: St. Louis CURE member
Lisa Stanton received an award at our conference
last October for her many contributions. Lisa has
been hospitalized since February with a serious
neuromuscular/respiratory disease. She remains
paralyzed and on a feeding tube and breathing
machine. Anyone wishing to send cards or well
wishes may send them in care of Missouri CURE.

Lisa
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The Myth of “Black on Black Crime” and the Dichotomy of
Prison vs. College Education by Keith Brown El

ontrary to popular assertions and
misconceptions, “black on black
crime” is not the epidemic in the
African-American community that it has
been made out be. Actual statistics show
that blacks kill and commit other crimes
against each other at about the same rate
as whites, Latinos and Asians do against
their own people. In fact,
according to
the National
Urban League,
the murder rate
and other black
on black
crimes has
been on a
steady decline.
Former New
Orleans mayor
and current Urban League CEO Marc
Morial points this out:
"One would believe from media
coverage of gang violence in Chicago
and other cities that black on black crime
is at an all-time high ... It is not .. The
black on black crime rate has declined
by 67% since the early 1990s." (Tom
Joyner Morning Show at the 2016, 9th
Black Male Summit in Akron, Ohio on
April 8.)
The real epidemic that exists within
our communities is that we are being
targeted more frequently for extermination by the police and racist vigilantes.
And if we manage to avoid being
killed, then we face arrest, prosecution,
conviction and incarceration more often
than all other ethnic groups.

The bad things some of us do and
the bad things we are often wrongly accused of usually receive more attention
than other groups, and the rate of black
on black crime is being blown out of
proportion by the media and other
sources to make it look like what is being done to us by the system is totally
justified.
Often the
biggest promoters of
this lie about black on
black crime are white
men like Rush
Limbaugh, Bill
O'Reilly, and Glenn
Beck. Some of this is
also being done by
misinformed black
and white men and
women. Then there
are the Negroes who have been co-opted
by the system under the guise
of employment as a public
servant or an “official spokesman” for black people's causes.
The motive of men like
Bill O'Reilly and Rush
Limbaugh is obviously white
racist conservatism. Misinformed black
and white people often just accept whatever the media tells them without bothering to check the facts. The co-opted
Negro just needs to be put on the payroll, slapped on the back and made to
believe he's been accepted by the white
supremacist power structure. He or she
shakes hands with the new boss and
walks away convinced that there's noth-

Regarding your Correspondence

F

orgive me if I missed listing your
contribution in the last issue. In
fact, please excuse any delay in
responding to mail, period. When my
son died January 4, I was unable to deal
with correspondence for some time, and
then got caught up with getting the
Winter newsletter out. It was only later
that I discovered a box containing heaps
of mail that had been neglected while I
was in a fog of grief.
Frances Cummins, our new membership committee coordinator, has been

No one is free when
others are oppressed.

working with me to tackle the backlog.
If you have written for personal help or
legal assistance, please be advised that
CURE does not have the resources to
take on personal issues. Nor do we
have any legal resources.
Any legal papers sent to
CURE will NOT be returned.
We ask that you
acknowledge receipt of this
newsletter. We’d also like you to provide an email address of a loved one, or
you may have a loved one email me at
hedyharden995@gmail.com.
Many of you have asked Keith for
legal assistance. He is already inundated with CURE work and other volunteer

ing really wrong with the system and
that the rest of his or her dissatisfied
black brothers and sisters are simply
confused, misguided and angry without
just cause.
Whatever the case may be, it is nice
to know that probably for the first time
in history we now have more black men
in college then there are in prison. In fact
there are 600,000 more black men in
college right now then there are in prison. This does not mean, however, that
there are enough black men in college or
that there are not still far too many black
men in prison.
And we need not rejoice because, if
history is any indication, there is a down
side to all of this: Most black people
coming from of college will end up being brainwashed and more concerned
with trying to integrate themselves into
the system of corruption. Many of them
will be seeking some kind of occupation that necessitates having to
defend or uphold the same system
that often oppresses the rest of us.
All of this in exchange for a prosperous lifestyle, rather than using
their talents and skills to uplift and
benefit the communities from which
they came.
At the opposite end of the spectrum
are people who come out of prison.
Their criminal history automatically
makes them unqualified for most professional careers which could be used to
benefit other people. They are likely to
be less brainwashed, but more disillusioned. Either way this dichotomy is a
mixed bag of blessings and curses. 

from Hedy Harden
projects. Please do not think that you
are the exception and that he can find
time to look at your case. He may seem
to be superhuman, but even he has limitations. He’s also dealing with some
legal challenges of his own. 
Michelle Alexander says:
“Here are white men poised to run
big marijuana businesses, dreaming of cashing in big—big money,
big businesses selling weed—after
40 years of impoverished Black
kids getting prison time for selling
weed and their families and futures
destroyed.”
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How do you Square a Vicious Circle?
by Angelika Mueller-Rowry, Prisoner Health Committee Coordinator

W

hen things just are the way they
are, no matter what, we tend to
look at them from the rear end,
often shaking our heads in disbelief about
how we got there. That’s the point when
judgement kicks in: Why did he/she not
…? If he/she had, then presumably everything would be okay.
This goes for just about every situation we can find ourselves in, even if, like
in prison, people don’t have any say in
what affects them - by design. Worse: if
prisoners attempt to take charge in order
to improve their lot, change things for the
better, or simply try to stave off institutional assaults that have made things
worse, in the process demanding respect
for their constitutional rights, more often
than not they end up being targeted
and retaliated against, subjected to
endless solitary confinement, their
legal paperwork disappearing into
“File 13,” civil suits thus conveniently
disrupted.
This newsletter tells many a story
about the inescapability of such obstruction of justice and institutional
abuse, to the point of torture, about
institutional P.R.E.A. violations, excessive and arbitrary ‘Use of Force’ and
correctional staff’s ‘Failure to Protect’.
As Missouri CURE Prisoner Health
Committee Coordinator, I want to look at
another vicious circle: prisoners’ health,
or, better to say: the lack thereof. Over the
past two years more than 100 prisoners
from all over Missouri have informed us
about their struggles against great obstacles to get adequate health care that is
guaranteed by law. There is hardly a
prison from which we have not heard,
except for the pre-release institutions,
such as ACC, or treatment facilities.
WHAT does this tell us? I know firsthand that ‘Corizon Health’ here is no
better than it is elsewhere.
Algoa is where my husband was belatedly diagnosed with stage 4 liver cancer, followed by four weeks of Tipton
infirmary. Medical Parole denied. Death
in shackles and chains at St. Mary’s (Jeff
City), only 8 weeks before his release
date. But it started ten years earlier at
ERDCC, where he, a ‘level 4’, was
locked up 23 hours a day without anything to do except eat, sleep and watch
TV, for nearly 4 long senseless years.
Medical negligence, malpractice and
deliberate indifference are rampant

throughout MODOC, particularly in
maximum security prisons. Here the
VICIOUS comes to FULL CIRCLE as it
leads to enrollment in Corizon’s ‘Chronic
Care Clinics’ – a monitoring system in
which declined care and declining health
go hand in hand, as the everlasting source
of revenue.
It is no secret – not to the prisoners,
not to MODOC, and certainly not to
‘Corizon Health’, that: (a) an unhealthy
diet, paired with (b) long periods of
forced physical inactivity, (c) disrupted,
insufficient sleep; and (d) the ever-present
stressors of 24/7 prison life are linked –
often accompanied by significant weight
gain – to Type II diabetes, metabolic
syndrome (liver), kidney problems (often

medication induced), gastro-intestinal
illnesses (stomach & bowels), cardiovascular disease (heart) and many forms of
cancer which lead to premature death.
Reading your reports I am wondering
if there is a particular formula that
determines whether to let a sick prisoner
live (Corizon’s interest) or when to let
him or her die (taxpayers’ interest).
Once illness hits, chances to LIVE
diminish, the more the following key factors are present:
 Progressed age,
 Long to endless sentences,
 Being of African American descent,
 Level of defiance – I’d rather call it:
self-determination & pride
 Muslim faith and/or political awareness
Corizon’s equation is clear: negligent
care = less costs + extended profits.
However, MODOC and the Missouri
legislators obviously have a hard time
calculating. How can it otherwise be that
debilitating factors like substandard food,
ad-seg and ‘Use of Force’ as correctional
methods of choice, regimented sleep
deprivation and deliberate ‘Failure to
Protect’ (to name a few) govern everyday
prison life? How is it otherwise possible

that prisons increasingly become maximum security nursing homes, although
elderly inmates cost on average $60,000
to $70,000 a year due to increased medical needs – two to three times as much as
the young? It proves that private interests,
not prudence, reign in Jeff City. We
would like to see this money invested in
the neglected neighborhoods where prisoners came from, in order to prevent
crime and recidivism!

T

he consequences are devastating.
We have heard about deaths
through deliberate misdiagnoses,
delayed diagnoses or response, often following untreated HEP C, delayed response to strokes and heart attacks, unattended sports injuries, ignored chronic
pain caused by degenerative spine, bone
and joint conditions, withheld specialist
encounters and/or diagnostic exams
deemed “unnecessary”, declined medical
devices, wheelchair denial in handicap
equipped ad-seg cell, institutional refusal
to assume responsibility for debilitating
accidents, untreated eye diseases such as
glaucoma and cataracts (“one eye is
enough!”), denial/procrastination of cancer treatments, testicular cancer for years
misdiagnosed as hernia, hernia surgery
denied as being “elective”, chronic ulcerated colitis without adequate diet, no aftercare following surgery (such as PT
after spine or heart surgery), denied medical record review, falsification of medical
records to cover up canceled appointments and failure to respond to medical
conditions expeditiously, withheld blood
pressure meds, all sorts of issues involving Type II diabetes: from being undiagnosed for 16 years, denial of specialist
care and/or orthopedic shoes, to the most
serious: insulin administration in solitary
confinement that is uncoordinated with
meal delivery causing hypoglycemia, and
insufficiently sanitized blood glucose
meters that may spread blood-borne diseases such as HEP B/C and HIV. Lots of
denied/delayed HEP C treatments until
liver damage is irreversible, deliberate
disregard of guidelines for annual physical exams (and/or ob/gyn exams and
care), epidemics, misdiagnosed and/or
negligently treated infections (staph, APylori), mentally ill prisoners driven into
suicide, unaddressed mental health problems, or the opposite: involuntarily

Vicious circle—Continued page 5
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Successive Habeas Insights

i! John Knowledge here with
some important information
about federal habeas corpus.
Section 28 U.S.C. Sec. 2254 allows a
person in custody pursuant to the judgment of a State court to file a petition for
writ of habeas corpus in a federal district
court based on a claim that s/he is in
custody in violation of the Constitution,
laws or treaties of the United States.
However, the filing of a second or
successive habeas petition under Sec.
2254 is governed by the provisions of 28
U.S.C. Section 2254. Let’s first understand that a “successive” petition refers
to any petition that is
numerically after a
second petition. In other
words a successive petition could refer to your
third or your 80th petition.
28 U.S.C. 2244(b)
(2) allows a person to file
a second or successive
petition if these two
conditions are met:
1. when you can show that the petition
relies on a new rule of constitutional
law, made retroactively applicable to
cases on collateral review by the
United States Supreme Court; and
2. that you have new factual evidence
of innocence that you could not have
discovered through the exercise of
due diligence.
Many articles have been written
focusing on habeas petitions based on
evidence of innocence. In this article I
would like to focus on successive habeas
petitions based on new constitutional
rules of law.
Under the first clause you must show
three things: (1) your claim relies on a

new rule of constitutional law (not an
equitable ruling); (2) that the new rule of
constitutional law was decided by the
United States Supreme Court (not the
Missouri Supreme Court); and (3) that
the U.S. Supreme Court has said that the
new constitutional law applies retroactively to cases on collateral/postconviction review.
In order to take advantage of this
clause, you must be aware of the various
rulings made by the Supreme Court each
term. A term of the Supreme Court runs
from the first Monday in October to the
first Monday in October of the following
year. It is necessary to
be aware of each new
decision because, under
S2244(d)(1)(C), there is
a one-year time limit to
file a federal habeas
petition based on a new
constitutional ruling of
the Supreme Court; and
that one year time limit
begins to run on the date
on which the Supreme Court makes the
new constitutional ruling. For example,
on January 25, 2016, in Montgomery v.
Louisiana, 2016 U.S. LEXIS 862, the
Supreme Court decided that the new constitutional ruling in Miller v. Alabama,
132 S.Ct. 2455 (2012) is retroactively
applicable to cases on collateral review.
The time for bringing a Miller claim
would therefore begin to run on January
26, 2016. See Talbott v. Indiana 226
F.3d 866 (CA 7 2000)(Claim in second/
successive motion under 2254 that rely
on new rules of constitutional law are not
ripe for presentation until Supreme Court
has ruled on whether rules are retroactively applicable on collateral review.)
Before you may file a second or successive federal habeas petition you must

first file a motion in the United States
Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit for an
order authorizing the district court to
consider the application. That motion
must include the claim that you intend to
raise; a list of the federal habeas petitions
that you have already filed, the citation
of new constitutional ruling upon which
you are relying; and a prima facie showing that you are entitled to file a second/
successive petition. See also 87th Circuit
Rule 228 for more information about the
court’s procedures in successive habeas
proceedings.
To get updates on the new decisions
of the Supreme Court following each
term go to their website at www.supremecourt.gov and look under “20__
Term Opinions of the Court” for a docket
of all decisions made in a term; or contact Public Information Office, Supreme
Court, #1 First St. NE, Washington DC
20543; 202-479-3211; and ask for a list
of the case names and docket numbers of
each case decided in that term. Under
the successive habeas provisions of 28
U.S.C. 2244(b)(3) you may bring a new
federal habeas petition whenever the
United States Supreme Court makes a
new constitutional ruling. With the death
of Justice Antonin Scalia the Supreme
Court is split 4 to 4 on issues ranging
from the constitutionality of the death
penalty to whether or not voluntary
intoxication is a legal defense to the
criminal element of intent. The appointment of a liberal Justice to Scalia’s
vacant seat will likely usher in a wave of
new constitutional rulings of the next few
years. Remember that “eternal vigilance
is the price of freedom.” So stay aware
of the Court’s decisions and be diligent
in bringing your claims before the courts.
May God bless you all.
Synergism, John Knowledge

immediate (!) identification of health problems and early intervention (!) to prevent
medicated prisoners with bogus diagno- more debilitating chronic health probses, denial of a second opinion from spe- lems....The Division of Offender Rehabilitative Services’ contract monitoring staff
cialists—and the ever present magic
ensures that offenders receive medical care
treatment: Tylenol. MO DOC’s policy
that is equivalent (!) to community stand(from their website), pursuant RSMo
ard and that all mandates of the contract
217.230 – mocks reality:
are fulfilled. The goal is to r etur n offend“Health Care is required by Missouri
ers to the community as medically stable as
Statute 217.230. It was determined that the
possible, so they may become productive
8th and 14th amendments of the constitution citizens of the state. ”
further establish this right. The Medical SerOne Corizon Health Service Adminvices section oversees the comprehensive
istrator, however, put it very bluntly:
medical care provided on a contract basis.
“Criminals do not get the same treatThis is a managed care system, which stresses
health care education, disease prevention, ment as in the community.” Period.

Latest example from MECC: guy
drops unconscious in the yard, guards try
CPR, medical needs three attempts to
find a full oxygen tank, ambulance (next
door) takes 25 minutes to arrive, while
response rate when staff member collapsed was 5 minutes – the prisoner,
black, Muslim, only 40 years old, close
to release, ends up brain dead. Who
cares? He is just a criminal.
So: How do you square the described vicious circle? Is it possible at
all to stay healthy – physically, mentally,
emotionally – under conditions that are

Vicious circle from p. 4
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Spring 2016 Activities
Hedy met with Rachel Sacks of Metropolitan Congregations United (MCU)
Hedy met with Frances Cummins (CURE Membership Committee)
MADP Board Meeting in Jefferson City
Keith attended protest at Donald Trump Rally in KCMO
OBS (Organization for Black Struggle) Membership Meeting in STL
Hedy drove to KC
Jon Marc Taylor Memorial Service in KCMO
KC CURE met at Bluford Library
Moral Agenda for Missouri met in Columbia
Hedy returned to STL
Keith and with others spoke at KCMO City Hall about police misconduct at Trump Rally
CURE Membership Committee met STL
Keith Attended IWW meeting at KC Plaza Library
Keith Brown El Marked 8th Anniversary of his release from MO DOC
Keith hosted Radio Interview with Jamala Rogers on KKFI Jaws of Justice about STL after Ferguson
Keith attended Jamala’s book signing hosted by Black Archives of Mid America and One Struggle KC
Keith spoke at rally for prisoner Keith Carnes in front of Jackson County Court hosted by KC Freedom Project.
CURE Membership Committee met STL
Meeting of Essential National Uplifting Fund—ENUF (Angela Bell, Shirley Miner and Hedy)
Keith attended “Food not Bombs” Anniversary on Independence Ave in KCMO
Meeting of ENUF STL
Keith attended Am I my Brother’s Keeper? function in KCMO
Keith attended KC IWW meeting to discuss police misconduct at Trump Rally.
CURE Membership Committee met STL
Keith addressed KC Board of Police Commissioners
Keith traveled to STL
STL CURE meeting
ENUF meeting STL
Keith returned to KC
Keith hosted broadcast on Jaws of Justice radio with KC Freedom Project and Anthony Williams,
Director of MO Prisoner Advocacy Consulting LLC about draft report of MO State Advisory Committee
KC CURE Meeting at Bluford Library
Keith interviewed Ryan Stokes’ family & Attorney Cyndy Short about Ryan Stokes’ killing by KC police/KKFI
Keith travels to STL
STL CURE meeting at University City Library
MCU march and all day teach-in/workshops at STL area high schools to break the school-to-prison pipeline
Keith returns to KC & attends memorial service for prisoner family member
Malcolm X birthday
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passed by committee but went no further.
he 2016 session this election year
Death Penalty: Senator Wieland’s
has been disappointing. The Repub- death penalty abolition bill, SB 816,
lican super-majority has managed to stall passed the Committee and was schedmany important measures. Most releuled for perfection but went no further.
vant bills have seen no change since they
were reported in our Winter newsletter.
Omnibus Crime Bill
SB 590 by Sen. Dixon has passed as an
Mandatory Minimums: We’ve had omnibus crime bill, including some very
several requests from prisoners for infor- punitive measures. Some features of the
mation about House Bill 491 after rubill follow:
mors that it had passed. This was a bill
Juvenile LWOP:
from last year sponsored by Rep. Keith
SB590 flies in the
English that would have reduced the
85% mandatory minimum. It had a pub- face of recent Supreme Court rullic hearing March 30, 2015 but died in
ings that say juvecommittee
nile life without
This year two bills, HB 2036 and
HB 2512, both sponsor ed by Republi- parole should be
can State Rep. Galen Higdon, sought to “extremely rare.”
reduce the mandatory minimum. House SB590 states,
Bill 2036 would allow parole considera- “This act repeals
tion after 40% of the sentence is served. the mandatory life sentence found to be
HB 2512 would make mandatory mini- unconstitutional in Miller v. Alabama.
mums discretionary, with the exception Under this act, a person who was 16 or
17 years old at the time of the crime may
of first degree murder and sex offenses
be sentenced to either imprisonment for
under Chapter 566 RSMo. Neither of
at least 50 years or life imprisonment
these bills has advanced. HB 1963 by
Lair to allow geriatric parole had a hear- without parole. A person who was under
ing February 3 by the Corrections com- the age of 16 may be sentenced to imprisonment for at least 35 years or life
mittee, but has advanced no further.
SB674 by Cur ls to allow par ole hear - without parole. “A person who was sentenced to life imprisonment without paings for those who have served at least
15 years had a hearing but died in com- role prior to June 25, 2012, is eligible for
a parole hearing after serving 50 years if
mittee.
the person was 16 or 17 years old at the
time of the offense or after serving 35
Juveniles: SB 684 by Wallingfor d
regarding dual jurisdiction for juveniles years if the person was under the age of
was voted do pass by the Senate Judici- 16 at the time of the offense.”
ary Committee but advanced no further.
Felony Classifications: Under current
Wallingford’s SB 685 requiring most
law, the maximum term for a class C
children under 18 to be prosecuted as
felony is seven years and the maximum
juveniles unless certified as adults was

term for a Class D felony is four years.
Beginning January 1, 2017 the term of
imprisonment for a Class C felony will
be three to 10 years, the maximum term
for a Class D felony will be seven years,
and the maximum term for a Class E
felony will be four years. To reflect the
change in the authorized terms of imprisonment, this act modifies several crimes
once classified as Class C felonies to
make them Class D felonies and crimes
once classified as Class D felonies have
become Class E felonies.

when count time consumes many hours
of each day and night?
designed to make people sick and break
HOW to find ways to cope and keep
the spirit?
one’s sanity without ending up unnecesWHAT to eat, when two-thirds of a sarily or even involuntarily medicated?
meal consists of empty carbs, the rest of
My husband Robert played guitar; it
processed meat or soy products,
gave him peace of mind. With his
canned veggies and syrupy fruit?
bands he gave concerts at NECC
WHAT to snack, when almost
and MECC—anyone remember
all canteen items contain detrithe Mustangs? Two hundred pushmental trans-fats, high fructose
ups a day, softball, horseshoes—
corn syrup and/or are high in
stress release. Having worked in
carbs, sugars, bad fats and sodium?
the kitchen, he avoided eating at chow. I
HOW to get enough physical activi- heard gruesome reports of how meals
ty in solitary confinement, lockdown, or were tampered with, of staple foods lawhen (to avoid trouble) it is not advisa- beled “Not fit for human consumption.”
ble to go to gym or yard?
During his last summer, as he felt his
HOW to get enough quality sleep
strength waning, he hardly left his cell,

just trying to make it to his parole date.
It didn’t happen. He got caught in
the vicious circle.
MODOC loves to put the blame on
prisoners for whatever goes wrong.
Therefore, the more information we get
from you, the easier it is to piece the
puzzle together – to compare and relate.
MODOC ‘Medical Contract Monitors’
love to chastise prisoners for “not watching their diet”, when there is no diet to
adhere to.
In my opinion, body and mind are
the most valuable and are the only things
prisoners have at least some control
over, although prison is trying to
annihilate both. Therefore, we need a

T

Vicious circle from p. 5

Juvenile Shackling - This act

provides that, when a juvenile
court has a rule or otherwise
requires the use of restraints
during proceedings, the juvenile's attorney must have the
right to be heard on a request
that the restraints not be used. If
the court orders the use of restraints, the
court must make findings of fact in support of the use of restraints.

Shackling of Pregnant Women - This
act prohibits the use of restraints on offenders during the second and third trimesters of pregnancy and for 48 hours
after delivery unless a doctor treating the
pregnant or post-partum offender has
determined that extraordinary circumstances exist.

Probation & Parole - This act removes

the statutory provision allowing an offender to object to the use of videoconferencing at probation and parole hearings, and requires the Board of Probation
and Parole to conduct an interview, rather than a personal interview, of the
offender before ordering parole.

Hedy Harden

Vicious circle—see page 9
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From Around the State cont from p.1
exhausted my institutional remedies and
intend to proceed in state court after filing
a complaint with the Director of Revenue
and the Administration Hearing Commission. (April 2014)
From PCC
The MO DOC is monitoring and recording
death row legal calls for information to
pass on to prosecutors. I have been litigating this issue on my own as a pro se
prisoner but have been overpowered and
overwhelmed. I desperately need someone to help with this issue, for which there
is already evidence of a genuine issue. I
strongly believe that the death penalty in
Missouri needs to be halted because of
this litigation—to look at how much damage has been done to the due process of
lethal injection litigation, as
well as to individual cases.
(November 2014)

sometimes on the food. The juice dispensers are often moldy and it’s hard to get
bleach to clean them. It’s hard to get
protective gear in the kitchen. It is hard to
get gloves to keep from getting cut doing
dishes and it seems that aprons and oven
mitts are rarely laundered. (December
2015)

From JCCC
DOC has contracted with
Corizon Medical Services
to provide “adequate”
health care. Our prison a
few years ago started splitting bunks in cells and converting 2 wings
into the Enhanced Care Unit or ECU to
provide adequate health care to our older
and disabled offenders. Criteria set by
Corizon must be met to be a patient in the
ECU. The workers are offenders, and
they must fill out an application and
be approved for employment by
Corizon. But…Corizon does not
pay them. DOC falsely labels them
From NECC
as JCCC library workers, recreation
workers, and religious workers, and
 The grievance procedure is
these offenders are paid out of the
worthless. Staff ignores the
Inmate Canteen Fund.
issue, all of the way up to CenNow I could send you all
tral Office in Jefferson City.
the RSMo’s that are broken. I
Staff here also retaliate against
could send you names of DLA
people for filing IRRs. I’ve been put in
offenders (Daily Living Assistants) who
the hole for refusing to drop an IRR. I’ve
are falsely paid. But DOC does officially
been told that I’d better pick my battles
retaliate against offenders.
here wisely and that they do whatever they
(November 2015)
want here, so filing a grievance is pointFrom MECC
less.
During the victims’ panel
 Up to 12 inmates at a time are forced
to live on bunks in other inmates’ recrea- the Restorative Justice Cotion areas. Inmates on bunks are forced to ordinator forced offenders
share one sink and toilet, which are often with child molestation cases
to disclose their offense and
clogged. When they become clogged,
sentence to other offenders.
staff often take over 24 hours to call the
If they refused or lied they
plumber. I have been forced to try to
were threatened with a conduct violation
plunge toilets with a toilet brush (as we)
and to be removed from the ICVC class…
are not allowed plungers. I have been
forced to unclog sinks with blood and hair her comments toward child molesters provoked a negative and violent response
in them. I have not had hasmat training
and was provided with no protective gear. from other offenders such as, “They
should be killed” and “They should be
Inmates on bunks have no way to secure
raped and killed.” Ms. L did not stop
their property.
these comments, basically encouraging it
 There is no air conditioning here and
by her own remarks.
inmates cannot take their shirts off unless
DOC is well aware that child molestthey are in their cells. This seems to be a ers are targeted by the inmate population
way to force inmates to stay in their cells, and are extorted, assaulted and bullied,
as temperatures in the wing reach 100
which are hate crimes. It is stated on page
degrees in the summer. Inmates cannot
65 of the offender rulebook that offenders
take their shirts off even when forced to
should not share information concerning
work outside in the summer.
their offense or sentence.
 I work in Food Service. I see cockI have family members who are bulroaches all over the walls and even
lied and attacked due to my offense. By

Ms. L informing other offenders of my
crime I am afraid further harm could come
to my family. One lady on the victims’
panel whose daughter was shot apologized
to me for Ms. L’s statements and actions.
(March 2015)
From SECC
A prisoner writes about “deliberately
neglected/violated mental health needs/
P.R.E.A. violations, while being subjected
to long term sensory deprivation behind
box-car like doors without any type of
therapeutic treatment.
“Clothing and hygiene items are
used as a form of punishment. Prisoners
used to have 3 pairs of boxers, 3 T-shirts,
2 towels, 1 wash cloth, 3 pairs of pants,
and 3 pairs of socks before implementation of this new practice, now having to
share clothing and/or have to put our dirty
clothing back on after showers. Some of
us have contracted scabies and mites since
this started. We’re only being allowed 1
pair of socks, 1 T-shirt, 1 pair of boxers in
our cells, and no pair of pants, and we are
unable to take care of our hygiene properly due to not having a wash cloth nor soap,
as prisoners are only given a small hotel
bar of soap that does not last because anyone who washes their hands and showers,
that bar will not last a week. We have to
use toilet paper as paper towels after
washing our hands because we don’t have
a dry towel.
“Correctional staff is forcing us to
walk across the yard to other housing
units in our boxer shorts, per orders of
Lt. H. We have to endure the catcalls
from other prisoners. This is very
wrong to have us exposed in such a
way. I’m a Muslim. I have to come out
of my cell twice a day for insulin. It’s
against my religion to be forced to be
indecent like this. We had to go to recreation in our boxer shorts and T-shirts in 50
degree weather due to no pants being
available.
The classification staff, Functional
Unit Manager, and Community Corrections Manager deliberately neglect to
make rounds so that we cannot receive
IRRs (informal resolution request forms)
or law library request forms. They’re
supposed to make rounds every day. We
don’t see them for weeks at a time. It’s
been three weeks as of this writing since
I’ve last seen them. This is a delay tactic,
because if we don’t file our IRRs within
15 working days, our complaints will automatically be denied.” (February 2016)

Page 9

Spring 2016

T

OBITUARIES by Keith Brown El
he year 2016 is not even halfway over, but it has already been tragic for the loss of several well-known
people. These folks did a lot of good for a lot of people. We don’t care what they did with their free
time in their personal lives. Their contributions are all appreciated, and may they rest in peace.
This month Missouri CURE mourns the loss
of Warrior and former Black Panther Leader
Afeni Shakur, a Cultural and Educational
Financier and Mother of the Legendary
Rapper Tupac Shakur.

We also lament the loss of Musical Genius Prince
Rogers Nelson—the Artist, Singer, Songwriter,
Actor, Philanthropist and Social Justice Advocate;

and Grammy Awardwinning Singer Billy
Paul, best known for
his smash hit “Me
and Mrs. Jones.”

Vicious circle from p. 7
two-pronged approach to health:
1. To a degree, it is possible to avoid
some of the worst stuff, renounce some
of the ‘feel-good’ items such as sugar
and carbohydrates – both abundantly
available, although ironically just as
addictive as alcohol and drugs (they
make endorphins go haywire, but
unfortunately also blood sugar levels).
This is necessary to keep the weight
down and avoid becoming diabetic.
2. But, to be able to do so in the long
run, viable and sustainable alternatives ar e necessar y to ensur e that
prisoners do not have to starve themselves, while trying to stay healthy!
e know that all of this has to be
fought for. NAACP chapters in
Licking and Vandalia have health com-

W

Singer David Bowie,
who contributed to the
success of many other
artists’ careers, both
black and white;

mittees or have held health related seminars. Knowledge empowers!
At times we hear of initiatives like
the one at JCCC last year. A letter read:
“Processed foods are harming our bodies. We have taken a peaceful stance:
everyone is only eating their veggie-tray.
This will eventually result in a three to
four day resistance of not eating at all.
We are tired of this system continuously
taking and not providing a means to better us and our conditions.” Added was a
long list of MODOC’s violations of the
Missouri Revised Statutes (RSMo
217.240), which reads:

vised as to the quantity and quality of food
and clothing furnished the offenders and as to
the health, condition and safekeeping of
the offenders, and shall r epor t those findings to his director. (L. 1982 H.B. 1196 § 60,
A.L. 1989 H.B. 408, A.L. 1995 H.B. 424)”

We have received several meal
plans, but would appreciate more for
evaluation purposes. Also canteen lists,
as well as your suggestions as to what
healthier items (fresh fruits? frozen veggies? nuts? protein-rich snacks?) should
be made available for purchase. Last but
not least: are there any unhealthy items
that could be agreed upon to just-not-eatany-longer? It could be in the context of
“Food and clothing of offenders--food
deprivation not to be used as punishment. a “Dump Funky Junk” campaign,
combined with the demand for wholeAugust 28, 2015 217.240....2. All offenders
some food.
confined in correctional centers shall be
I’m sick and tired of reading heartsupplied with a sufficient quantity of
wholesome food. Deprivation of food shall breaking reports of declining health
not be used as a disciplinary action. 3. The and death.
chief administrative officer shall keep adPrisoners’ lives matter! 
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S.O.I.L. (Saving Our Inmates’ Lives): A Higher Education and Re-Entry Model
for Success from SCCC NAACP, Joseph Williams, President

A

merica’s prisons are filled with
unrealized potential. These men
and women come from impoverished communities, deprived of any real
educational opportunities, yet possess the
same latent abilities as their more socially
and economically fortunate counterparts.
We cannot afford to keep wasting this
most precious of natural resources.
Most of these women and men will
one day return to society, and the type of
persons they return as will greatly affect
the larger community. Those they leave
behind serving lengthier sentences exercise a large amount of influence over
those who are just passing through with
shorter sentences.
Ask yourself—do you want prison to
be a place that further reinforces the cycles of violence and criminal activity—or
would you prefer that we convert prisons
into halls of higher learning, where transformation occurs in people who society
had once labeled as worthless and beyond
redemption?
As the topic of prison reform reaches
its zenith in over three decades, effective
solutions are being hotly debated by policymakers.
Meaningful parole and re-entry options must go hand in hand with rehabilitation efforts; to reduce recidivism and
prison populations we must arm prisoners
with the tools they need to succeed.
We have developed a a model for
higher education and re-entry success that
we call S.O.I.L. (Saving Our Inmates’
Lives). We here on the front lines of the
crisis can see the problem from the
ground up, hence the name SOIL.
SOIL recognizes the intricate relationships between crime/recidivism and
unemployment/lack of education. SOIL
will provide its participants with the necessary skill sets to overcome these difficulties. Our focus will be on building
programs that facilitate personal growth
and self-development in order to provide
alternatives to crime and street life. The
SOIL program will also serve as a model
to provide the necessary data to formulate
future programs with similar aims and
goals of providing post-secondary education to prisoners along with successful reentry. Our expressed purpose and mission is:
 Providing post-secondary education
to prisoners seeking to improve their
lives and futures.





Creating a model for future programs
aiming to offset the current trends of
recidivism and re-arrest.
Reducing the amount of tax dollars
spent on corrections.
Reducing recidivism and crime.

The 1994 elimination of eligibility
for Pell grants for prisoners was a severe
blow to post-secondary correctional education programs. Without funding, community colleges as well as other colleges
and universities withdrew from the corrections market. According to a 1997

study, within three years of the bans enactment, the number of higher education
programs dropped from 350 to 8 nationally. In 2004, a nationwide survey of prison systems found that post-secondary
education was available only to about five
percent of the overall prison population.

P

ost-secondary education is closely
linked to employment prospects.
Hence the very restricted access to
educational opportunities for inmates
makes it significantly more difficult for
them, once released, to overcome the
obstacles to employment and reintegration. With high U.S. recidivism rates,
erecting barriers to re-entry is counter to
public interest.
Furthermore, with over 70% of the
nation’s prisoners having prior felony
convictions and/or prior terms of
incarceration, it is clear that incarceration
alone is not working. In fact, the drive to
incarcerate, punish and limit the activities
of prisoners has often resulted in the elimination of strategies and programs that
seek to prevent or reduce crime.
Above and beyond these compelling
statistics are the real life experiences of
these men and women. Higher education
has the power to change the attitudes,
perceptions and behaviors of those who

internalize its knowledge, insights and
cognitive skills. SOIL will nurture all
participants with the seeds of hope, so
that they can realize their potential for
growth and turn away from lives of crime
to become productive, contributing members of society.

Funding
Funding resources for the SOIL
program can be acquired through:
 The Department of Education’s
Second Chance Pell Pilot program,
designed to test new models to allow
incarcerated Americans to receive
Pell grants, under Title IV of the
Higher Education Act (HEA).
 Second Chance Act of 2007:
Community Safety through Recidivism Prevention to improve re-entry
planning and implementation, and for
other purposes.
Quantitative Cost and Benefits
According to the Vera Institute Cost
Benefit Analysis Report, “The Price of
Prison; What Incarceration Costs taxpayers”, the average annual cost per inmate
in Missouri is $22,350. The Missouri
Department of Corrections reports that
this level of spending achieves a recidivism rate of 36 percent. Historically,
recidivism rates for inmates who participated in college programs are reported to
be between 0 percent and 16 percent,
compared to the national average of greater than 40 percent for all released prisoners.
Real change occurs from the bottom
up. In order to make this effort a success
we will need a strong base of community
support:
 Education Professionals
 Community Leaders
 Grassroots Organizations
 Religious Groups
 Business Professionals
 Philanthropists
You can help by contacting any of
the following MODOC departmental
personnel to inquire about this program:
Division of Offender Rehabilitation
Services, Director Matt Sturm 573-5266493; Asst. Director Joan Reinkmeyer
573-53-6536; or go online to www.doc.
Mo.gov. To view this proposal in its
entirety, please contact Tina Holland 573674-4470, Ext. 1083 or email her at
TinaHolland@doc.mo.gov 
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Keith Brown Speaks Out About Police Misconduct at Trump Rally
Protestors at the March 12 Donald
Trump rally in Kansas City were targeted
by police with pepper spray, etc. Citizens
spoke out at a meeting of the Board of
Police Commissioners on April 12. MO
CURE Vice-Chairman Keith Brown El
was an outspoken critic. The following is
excerpted from his presentation.

situations. But it seems like as soon as
one of y'all becomes a prosecutor, a
judge, a politician, a police officer or
even a jail or prison guard, you start
acting like all of those experiences you
grew up having in the city have completely vanished from your memory. And then
your lives are all about helping the whitesupremacist power structure maintain the
status quo.
y name is Keith Brown El and
first of all I want to point out
Don’t you people understand that in
that I'm happy to be
America if you
are black it
living in a country where we
doesn’t matter if
can say we finally have a
black President. I'm happy to
you are the President of the United
be living in a city where we
States or a janitor
can say we have a black
cleaning toilets in
mayor and a black police
chief. Black people in high
a high school?
The people who
places ought to know better
support men like
than anyone else what life is
Donald Trump,
really like for other blacks,
poor whites, Latinos and
Ted Cruz and
probably even
every other underprivileged
Hillary Clinton
person in this country.
And so I'm here today
have one name
because I've got something I
they use to deSpeaking Truth to Power
scribe all of us,
want to say to President
and you know what it is: “Nigger!” And
Obama, Mayor Sly James, and to you,
Police Chief Darryl Forte: We don't need nowadays the word doesn't always mean
men like you to sit in those seats just be- you are black. It can simply mean that
cause you are black. We need you to sit in you are poor, powerless and oppressed.
So what we need men like you to do is
those seats and act like you are black!
We don't need black faces in high places stop being house niggas and come out in
that come in office and keep tolerating or the fields and work with the rest of us.
Now I'm pretty sure none of you
doing the same things to us that we put
you in office to try to eliminate, because appreciate me making slave references to
we've already been suffering from those
you or anybody else here in this room.
things for way too long.
But if that's the case then you need to do
something about the statue of that man
I watch how men like you and the
mayor make a big thing of how you grew sitting on a horse over there on the courtup in the in the city and try to make us
house lawn. His name is Andrew Jackson,
feel like you can truly identify with all of and he was a slave owner. If Obama,
those things that happen in those types of Mayor Sly James, and you, Police Chief

M

Tamir’s Family to receive $6 Million

T

he family of 12-year-old
Tamir Rice, gunned down in
2014 while playing in a park, was awarded $6 million by the City
of Cleveland OH in settlement of a wrongful death
suit.
Officer Timothy
Loehmann fired two shots within two
seconds of ar r iving on the scene. It
was later discovered that Loehmann had
been declared “unfit for duty” in his

previous law enforcement job. He was
in the process of being fired when he
resigned in December 2012 from the
city of Independence, Ohio.

A

s was the case with Eric Garner’s
police murder in New York,
whose family was awarded $5.9
million last July, money is not justice.
Justice would mean respect for innocent black lives. Justice would mean
arrest, conviction and imprisonment for
killer cops like Loehmann. 

Darryl Forte, had been living during Jackson’s time all of you would have been
slaves on his plantation. And since the
whole county is named after Andrew
Jackson, even today everybody living in
Jackson County is still considered to be
his slaves—or his slave overseers.
When it was announced five years
ago that our former Police Chief J.D.
Corwin was retiring and KC would be
looking for a replacement, a lot of people
in the city, including myself, raised a
whole lot of hell and put pressure on
officials to try and find an even better
replacement. We thought when we heard
the name Darryl Forte and checked into
his background that the city had made the
right choice.
It didn't take long for us to figure out
we were wrong. We now know that we
were wrong because of what happened to
Ryan Stokes down there in the power and
light district. We know we were wrong
because of the way you allowed your
police officers to handle the situation
downtown by attacking peaceful protestors at the recent Donald Trump rally.
These and other incidents like these have
caused people in the community to have
some serious doubts about your integrity,
sir. And if you expect to get back into the
good graces of the community, incidents
like these ain’t the way to do it. You keep
saying that you are only doing the things
that you do to try to keep all of us safe.
But if you want to keep us safe, then this
is what you really need to do:
1. Tell your police officers to stop shooting people in the back who were just
walking down the street minding their
own business like they did Ryan Stokes.
2. And stop helping them cover it up and
congratulating them for this by awarding
them commendations.
3. Tell your officers to stop pepper spraying us when we are exercising our right to
protest.
4. Tell your officers to stop trying to
trample us with their horses.
5. Tell your officers not to slam us on the
hoods of cars and handcuff us for nothing.
6. Tell your officers to stop fabricating
charges just so they can have grounds to
beat our asses or arrest us.
7. Tell your officers don’t come and harass us on our jobs.
8. And when these incidents do take
place, you need to stop lying to the public
about what really happened. Thank you.


Missouri CURE

P.O. Box 28931
St. Louis MO 63132

Help Stop Mass Incarceration—and CURE the Madness!
From Angie on Medical issues: We are trying to assist as many of you as possible, particularly when there is
imminent danger to a prisoner’s life, or a debilitating, deteriorating condition. But: OUR MAIN FOCUS is to
IDENTIFY SYSTEMIC ISSUES, in order to PREVENT FUTURE HARM. Always follow the grievance procedure
to exhaust your remedies and leave a paper trail. Send us copies!

Asante!
We thank the following people for their
generous donations: Ronnie Axell, Willis
Bailey, Stephanie Charles, Justin
Dougan, Jeremy Hightower, Bradley Ise,
Curtis Johnson, Ricky Kidd, Joami Ray Kindell, Kristy
Martinez, Jonathan Pearson, Larry Phillips Sr., Kevin
Sago, Randy Smith, Gary Sonnenberg and Belvin Williams. Many thanks to Carol Corey & Will Holcomb for
their donation of $250.00 and to the WERDCC NAACP
for its donation of $250.00. Once again, a huge thanks
to Action Mailing Corporation for again contributing the
printing of this newsletter. To all of you, your support is
deeply appreciated.

Asante Sana!

Join Missouri CURE!
Date
Name/ID#
Facility
Address
City
State

Zip

Phone
E-mail
Please check the annual membership
type:
□ Prisoner
$2.00 
□ Individual
□ Lifetime
□ Donation $
□ New Member

$10.00
$100.00
___
Renewal

□

Make checks payable to Missouri CURE.
Hedy & Keith with Dr. Saint Rice of Lindenwood University

 5 stamps from prisoners are welcome if
permitted by your institution.

