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A Legacy of Hope 

See Legacy of Hopeðpage 3 

H 
earing Room 2 at the State Capitol in 
Jefferson City was filled with an 
overflow crowd on April 9.  Citizens 

from around Missouri were gathered to lobby 
for Criminal Justice re-
form.  Most were family 
members and loved ones 
of Missouri prisoners.  
Of the approximately 80 
people gathered, about 
50 of us were there to 
support House Bills 1318 
and 1319, proposed by 
Missouri CURE and 
sponsored by State Rep. 
Rory Ellinger.   
 We were devastated 
to learn that our champi-
on had died  earlier that 
morning. 
 It was only a few 
months ago that people 
had gathered in the    
University City Loop for 
Roryôs re-election cam-
paign kick-off.  Spirits 
were high as officials 
spoke of his dedication to 
the people of our district 
and to the citizens of 
Missouri.  Rory singled out Missouri CURE 
while giving credit to people fighting for pro-
gressive change. 
 I was in frequent contact with him as we 
checked the progress of our bills, which had 
been assigned to the Judiciary Committee.  
Then one day in February he told me he was 
under the weather.  A week later he said once 
again that he was ñunder the weather,ò but 
planned to be back in the Capitol by Monday.  
Then on March 6 Rory announced in his regu-
lar E-mail report to his constituents that he 
would not run for re-election due to heart 
problems.  When I called his cell phone, he 
said heôd had a heart attack, but hoped to re-
tain his seat until the end of the session.  From 
his hospital room at St. Maryôs, I heard him 
asking Freddie, his legislative assistant, if 

there was any news on our bills.   
 Shortly thereafter I heard from two 
sources that Rory had liver cancer.  I called 
his house and spoke to his wife, Linda Locke.  

The discovery was sud-
den, she told me with 
tears in her voice, and 
ñHeôs in hospice.ò 
 

A 
s a tribute to 
Rory, the        
legislature rushed 

through his bill on 
breastfeeding.  In a rec-
ord two days, House Bill 
1320 passed both the 
House and Senate    
unanimously and was 
signed by Gov. Nixon, 
proclaiming nursing 
mothersô right to feed 
their babies in public and 
to refrain from jury duty.  
State officials from both 
parties, along with local 
dignitaries and citizens, 
filled the rotunda of Uni-
versity City Hall, where 
the bill was signed into 
law on April 3.   

 Rory, appearing a mere shadow of his 
former self, received more than one standing 
ovation.  He told me he was sorry the bills did 
not succeed.  He told my son Rob that the 
doctor had said he might live six months, but I 
knew I was saying goodbye to this great man. 
   Six days later he was gone. 
 On April 11 long lines of people gathered 
at a funeral home in U. City for visitation with 
family and friends.  There was no casket, as 
Rory had donated his body to science.   
 Pictures and memorabilia were scattered 
throughout the room.  Linda stood with their 
two children and greeted fellow mourners.  
 Their daughter Maggie is an attorney 
working in Roryôs law firm.  Their son     
Martin, named after Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., lives in Chicago with his wife.  Having    

 

Ȱ) ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÏÍÅÖÅÒ ÉÓ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÂÙ 
ÔÈÅ ÖÏÔÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÏÎ ÍÙ ÃÏÍÍÉÔȤ
ÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÖÕÌÎÅÒÁÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒÌÅÓÓȟ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÏÆ 
ÉÎÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÆÁÉÒÎÅÓÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÒÅȤ
ÓÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ -ÉÓÓÏÕÒÉÁÎÓȢȰ  
  

3ÔÁÔÅ 2ÅÐȢ 2ÏÒÙ %ÌÌÉÎÇÅÒ 

stood in the reception line for hours, 
Linda had removed her shoes, but 
nobody seemed offended. 
 The next day several of us left 
early from a death penalty board 
meeting in Jefferson City and rushed 
back to attend Roryôs Memorial Ser-
vice at the Ethical Society in St. 
Louis County.  Entering the large 
auditorium crowded with people, I 
took a seat next to Missouri Supreme 
Court Justice Richard (Rick)    
Teitelman, whom Iôd known as a 
peopleôs lawyer back in the ó70s.  In 
speaking of Rory, Rick told me, ñHe 
was my hero.ò 

http://ellingerforstaterep.com/
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-ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ×ÏÒÅ ÙÅÌÌÏ× ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÙ ÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÒ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÈÏÍÅȢ 

7Å ×ÅÒÅ ÓÁÄÄÅÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆ 2ÅÐȢ 
2ÏÒÙ %ÌÌÉÎÇÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ɉ,-2ȡ 2ÏÂ 3ÉÌÖÅÓÔÒÉ ÁÎÄ 
(ÅÄÙ ÏÆ #52%ȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÎÅ 7ÏÏÄÙ ÏÆ -!37ɊȢ 

-!37 ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ Á ÆÒÅÅ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ 
ÌÏÂÂÙÉÓÔÓ ÏÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ίȢ 

3ÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌËÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
+ÁÎÓÁÓ #ÉÔÙ #ÒÉÍÉÎÁÌ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ 4ÁÓË &ÏÒÃÅ 
×ÈÏ ÌÏÂÂÉÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,7/0 ÂÉÌÌÓȢ 

(ÅÄÙ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÕÐÒÅÍÅ #ÏÕÒÔ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ 
4ÅÉÔÅÌÍÁÎ ÁÔ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ 2ÅÐȢ %ÌÌÉÎÇÅÒȢ 
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R 
ory Ellinger was inspired by the 
Civil Rights movement.  As a stu-
dent he joined an NAACP picket 

of Woolworthôs, which refused to serve 
black people at their lunch counter.  Rory 
marched with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
in Selma, Alabama, acting as his body-
guard and going to jail with him.  He   
protested the Vietnam War as president of 
Students for a Democratic Society while in 
graduate school at Mizzou.  He graduated 
law school at UMKC and practiced law 
for more than 30 years. 
 In the majority Republican House 
and Senate, Rory was known as the 
stateôs most liberal legislator.  He 
embodied Atticus Finchôs definition 
of courage: ñIt's knowing you're 
licked before you begin but you 
begin anyway and you see it through 
no matter what. You rarely win, but 
sometimes you do.ò  He died wear-
ing a T-shirt bearing a favorite quote 
from Winston Churchill: ñNever, 
ever give in.ò  A true statesman, 
Rory was known to say, ñYou can 
make change, if you donôt care who 
gets the credit.ò 
 His Republican colleague, Rep. Jay 
Barnes of Jefferson City, said that Mr. 
Ellinger realized that he wasnôt going to 
win the big battles.  But he used ñlogic and 
sincerityò to win battles he wasnôt sup-
posed to win and to advance his causes in 
the ñnooks and crannies of the lawò that 
donôt make headlines, Barnes said. 
 Rory fought hard for prison reform, 
an unpopular cause.  House Bills 1318 and 
1319 would reduce the 85% mandatory 
minimum sentences for up to 6,000 pris-
oners.  For first-time offenders the mini-
mum would be 50%.  Those with a previ-
ous but nonviolent incarceration would see 
the parole board after 60%; with continued 
good behavior and rehabilitative efforts 

they would be released after 66%.  For 
prisoners aged 70 or older, the minimum 
would be 40%.    
 In 1993 ñTruth-In-Sentencingò legis-
lation was passed in Missouri and many 
other states in response to Federal incen-
tives.  With millions of dollars in Federal 
grant money, Missouri built five new max-
imum security prisons in the 1990s.   
 New laws requiring mandatory mini-
mum sentencing guaranteed the prisons 
would remain full.  Even though crime 
rates are at a record low, the prison popu-
lation has climbed to a record high.  The 

Federal money pot has dried up, yet    
Missouri law still requires those classified 
as dangerous offenders to serve a mini-
mum of 85% of their sentences before 
even being considered for parole.   
  

M 
any peopleôs initial reaction 
might be to approve or even 
applaud such laws.  But our state 

can ill-afford to continue housing people 
who pose no threat to society.  It costs us 
taxpayers more than $57 per day to incar-
cerate one person, while parole costs only 
$5 daily.  For each prisoner paroled, we 
save $19,000 annually.  Instead of a drain 
on the state, rehabilitated prisoners can 
become contributing taxpayers. 
 Thousands who fall under this law 

committed crimes as teenagers and have 
already served 10, 15 or even 20 years.  
How they do their time matters not at all 
until that magic 85% mark is reached.   
 Many of them have matured and 
changed their thinking.  They have and are 
doing all they can to change their lives, 
taking rehabilitative classes and even   
facilitating such classes to assist others. 
Yet these prisoners will do the same 
amount of time as those who have done 
nothing to address their crimes or change 
their thinking and behavior.  What kind of 
message does this send to prisoners and, 
even more, to the public?  Which type of 
former prisoner would you rather have as 
a neighbor? 
  The Department of Correc-
tions does not allow prisoners to sign 
up to take educational or vocational 
programs until within three years of 
their parole release date.  Yet the 
waiting list for these programs is more 
than a year long.  The majority of 
prisoners serving under the 85% law 
would be lucky to even begin such a 
program, and have virtually no chance 
to complete it before being paroled.  
This impedes crime prevention efforts 

and compromises public safety.   
 Once released, these former offenders 
will serve a shorter amount of time under 
parole supervision than those with minor, 
non-violent crimes.  Prisoners incarcerated 
for many years need resources and longer 
supervision to help them acclimate suc-
cessfully back into society. 
 With Rep. Ellingerôs death, it is un-
likely that his bills will succeed in this 
legislative session, but we will seek a new 
champion for the 2015 session.  Let us 
hope that rational minds prevail and the 
changes sought in HB 1318 and 1319 are 
enacted to protect the citizens of Missouri.   
 May Roryôs legacy be one of hope for  
prisoners and their families and loved ones 
and a safer Missouri for us all.  × 

Legacy of Hopeðfrom page 1 

O 
ver the last decade weôre all heard 
about the wrongful convictions here 
in Missouri. With the increased   

exposure by news outlets, it is necessary 
that we as prisoners take responsibility for 
ensuring that the ground weôve gained in 
the courts is not lost.  NAACP Prison 
Branch 4072 at JCCC has an Innocence 
Committee that launched an Innocence 
Project in 2012.  When I was asked to lead 
this effort, to be honest I really didnôt want 
to get involved.  I was in the middle of 
preparing a Traverse in the Federal District 

Court.  And like too many others, I didnôt 
have the courage to take on another per-
sonôs fight.  Yet, shortly thereaf-
ter I looked at myself in the mir-
ror while washing my hands, 
and a mature thought came to 
my mindéòIf you want a bless-
ing, you first have to be willing 
to give that same blessing to someone else 
before you are truly worthy.ò 
 I know there may be some skeptics, 
because everyone knows that most inmates 
talk a good game, but when it comes down 

to it, they donôt do jack.  But this time is 
different.  As chairman of the Innocence 

Committee I have been working tirelessly 
over the last year and a half to establish 

rapport with prison advocacy groups, attor-
neys and investigators, all of whom ap-

plaud our efforts at JCCC and have agreed 
to assist us in exposing wrongful convic-

tions if we can produce a convincing claim 
of innocence.  We even have a sponsor 

who will be launching an Internet site at 
justicegonewrong.com to publicize the  

cases we discover.   
 We apologize to those who have sent 
requests for questionnaires.  Weôve been 

experiencing difficulty both receiving the 
requests and getting the questionnaires out.  

We believe that having Innocence Commit-
tees at other prisons will help to eliminate  

See Call to Actionðpage 8 

A Call to Action  
ōȅ aŀǳǊƛŎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎ Імллуусс 

+ÅÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ (ÅÄÙ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ 2ÅÐȢ 
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